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Message from
Professor Lodewijks

The School of Aviation at the University 
of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, 
greatly values the ongoing relationship 
with the Hong Kong Direct Subsidy 
Scheme Schools Council.  

Facilitated by the DSSSC and in particular 
Mr Dion Chen, Principal of the YMCA of 
Hong Kong Christian College, of a group 
of fifteen enthusiastic and motivated Hong Kong High School 
students attended the Flying Operations Unit and the main 
campus of UNSW over a two-week period in July this year, in a 
program known as the Hong Kong Future Pilots Program. 

School instructors reported a very high level of motivation 
and capability in this year’s student group, with all thoroughly 
enjoying the wide ranging activities including ground theory, 
simulator training in our Frasca and Pacific Simulator flight 
training devices and practical flying training in our Diamond 
DA40 airplanes.
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With considerable growth forecast for the Aviation industry in the 
Asia-Pacific area over the next 20 years, and with Hong Kong very 
well placed as an aviation hub, the opportunities for employment 
in Aviation have never been better for young Hong Kong people.  
Those participating in this year’s program showed a very high 
level of enthusiasm, natural curiosity and dedication.

I am pleased that the UNSW School of Aviation has been able to 
facilitate some additional knowledge and experience, and wish 
you all the very best for a long and fruitful career in aviation, 
perhaps as a pilot.

As the great artist, scientist and philosopher Leonardo da Vinci 
once said:

 “For once you have tasted flight you will walk the earth with your 
eyes turned skywards, for there you have been and there you will 
long to return.”

I hope to see you all again in future, hopefully as a full-time 
student here in the School of Aviation at UNSW

Best wishes

Professor Gabriel Lodewijks 
Head, School of Aviation
UNSW Sydney, Australia
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Foreword
The Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools Council (DSSSC) has, together 
with the Faculty of Aviation, University of New South Wales, 
Australia, organised the Pilot Training Programme for 4 consecutive 
years already, and schools and students have received the 
programme most positively.

On behalf of the Council, I would like to thank Professor Lodewijks, 
Head of Faculty of Aviation,  University of New South Wales, 
Australia, for starting the programme and continuously supporting 
it. He was instrumental in bringing the programme to Hong Kong 
and to secondary students in Direct Subsidy Scheme schools in 
particular. Students who have participated in the programme had 
many fond memories of the two weeks that they have experienced, 
not only in flying, but also in the friendship that the have made 
with fellow participants and instructors. Some of them are seriously 
thinking of returning to UNSW for its full time aviation training in 
degree courses in the future.

3



I believe that this and similar 
programmes are a benefit to 
students in Hong Kong, for them 
to have a “taste” in the flying 
industry, where Hong Kong at 
the moment is lacking. Of course, 
it is a little expensive for many 
students in Hong Kong for them to 

fly and live in Sydney for two weeks 
to have the training and experience. Yet, I believe that those 
who have participated in the programme found  it worthwhile, 
from reading the articles that these students have written in 
this booklet, and I am sure if more places are available, more 
students will apply and will benefit.

I look forward to organising the programme again for many 
more students for the coming year, and I am sure the Direct 
Subsidy Scheme Schools Council and the Faculty of Aviation, 
University of New South Wales will be thinking the same!
See you next summer.

Best regards,

Chief Organiser of Programme
Principal, YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College   

Mr. Dion Chen
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Training Schedule

•	 Basic Aviation Theory 
•	 Advanced Aviation Theory
•	 Safety Issues in Aviation Industry
•	 Careers in Aviation Industry Seminar
•	 Pre-flight Briefings
•	 6-7 hours Flight Experience 
•	 Navigation and Map-reading Session 
•	 Flight Simulator Sessions
•	 Cross Country Flight to Temora Aviation Museum
•	 Lecture of Boeing 737
•	 University Visits
•	 Self-study and reflection
•	 Written Assessment
•	 Cultural Exchange
•	 Sightseeing

14th to 28th July, 2018
Bankstown Airport, Sydney, Australia
Campus of the University of New South Wales

Date : 
Venue : 
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Participants’ Sharing
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14th July, 2018
DAY
01

On the first day of this aviation programme, we all arrived at the airport 
at around 5pm, HK time. There were long queues of people lining up to 
check-in at the Qantas counter. Luckily, we all did it in time! 

Right before we stepped onto this journey, we took a group photo that 
would leave much memory for us when we would look back in days to 
come. Although QF128 got delayed, we all waited patiently and took a 
good rest before we finally got on the plane. 

During the flight, we experienced some turbulence which made some 
of us feel nauseous and uncomfortable. People usually say that food on 
planes are tasteless, but we all enjoyed our dinner on the flight, which 
included chicken noodle, salad, fried rice and coconut pudding as 
dessert.

Start of the Trip
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15th July, 2018
DAY
02

After a long flight of 9 hours, we finally got off the plane in the early 
morning of 15 July, Sydney time. Everyone walked with their eyes still 
half-closed, and some probably were still dreaming. It was a freezing 
morning, and we all wore thick clothes and scarves as if we were 
snowmen and women. 

After going through all the reminders, etc., we got on the bus and 
headed to the Botanic Garden, our first “tourist location” before 
our actual aviation programme. The trip was indeed enjoyable, as it 
included a tour of the Garden with many species of flowers and plants, 
which could rarely be seen in Hong Kong. We also walked along the 
sea till we reached the famous and fantastic Sydney Opera House, 
where we again took a group photo. Some of us then went around 
shopping for “hand-letters” (souvenirs). We also walked along the 
Darling Habour, and had our first lunch in Australia, though we only 
tried their delicious pizzas with lots of cheese and their different pastas.

Haruka LEE
Po Leung Kuk Ngan Po Ling College
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16th July, 2018
DAY
03

The day started at 7:00 in the morning.  Though most of us usually 
wake up much later, we were all enlivened by the mere thought of 
attending the aviation courses for the day and thrilled by the fact 
that we would soon be able to experience the sensation of hands-on 
experience of flying a plane. The weather was sunny with chills in the 
air and very few clouds, which made it an ideal day for flying and plane 
spotting.

After having a filling breakfast, we all hopped onto a bus which 
brought us to UNSW Aviation that was located right next to the 
Bankstown Airport. We were able to see many light aircrafts constantly 
taking off.

Our first course was about 
basic aerodynamics.  Although 
I was already familiar with the 
topic, I was still able to learn 
something new, which further 
broadened my basic aviation 
knowledge (BAK).  

Start of Aviation Programme
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Our course teacher for the 
session was very enthusiastic 
in his teaching and cracked a 
few aviation jokes and puns 
here and there, which made 
the course a lot of fun and 
enjoyable. We broke for lunch 
and had a little rest before we 
began our second course in 
the afternoon. 

Some of the many topics that were taught included the forces of flight, 
primary flight control surfaces and its primary and secondary effects, 
reasons for the left-yawing tendencies of a single-propeller engine 
aircraft, et cetera.

The second course was about the systems and procedures of the 
DA40 — the aircraft that we would fly in the following day. I felt that 
this course was not as easy as the previous course, mainly because 
there was a lot of new information to take in. Luckily, I was still able to 
understand the materials as they were still manageable and not too 
complicated.  

Later in the day, we had Indian cuisine for dinner. I believe trying 
different food is a way of appreciating the great multicultural 
environment that Australia provides. After dinner, we had free time 
which allowed me to revise and prepare for the exciting day tomorrow. 
We all looked forward to flying a plane by ourselves!

Alex JOLLY
Po Leung Kuk Ngan Po Ling College
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17th July, 2018
DAY
04

After woken up by the 
annoying alarm clock, I was 
full of energy in anticipating 
today’s BIG day for me, 
though it was freezing cold 
outside. In my new uniform, 
I was ready to take this big 
step to my first flight.

The first lesson was basically 
about navigation, such as 
how to draw lines on the 
map. For me it was a piece of 

cake as I have studied similar topics in my Geography lessons before. 
However, measuring the wind speed with a CR computer, which is 
similar to using a protractor in Math lessons, was kind of complex.

After the first lesson and lunch, it was time for my flight. Before taking 
off, I had to do a check list with my friendly instructor, Mr. Leung. After 
that, we were ready to take off and aim for the boundless sky. At first, 
I was kind of nervous and scared as it was my first flight. Controlling 
Diamond DA 40 was not an easy task as it only got one engine and 
was sensitive to any maneuvers. The tasks of maintaining the plane 
horizontal seemed simple. However, as the plane was too sensitive, it 
was not simple at all.

First Day to Fly
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The most exhilarating part was that my 
instructor turn the plane around 60° 
suddenly which scared the hell out of me. 
Though, when I took a glimpse outside 
through the window, the view was stunning. 
Finally we landed and I had a chance talking 
with the tower which was a great experience 
overall. In my opinion, taxiing was the most 
complicated step as we needed to apply 
brakes with the rudder in order to maintain 
the plane in a straight line.

Today’s schedule was jam-packed and I 
have learnt a lot. Though I have made some 
mistakes, I was sure that “practice does 
make perfect”. It was fortunate for me to 
have joined the UNSW flight program this 
summer. I believe I will not forget today for 
the rest of my life and I look forward to my 
next flight in the following days.

RHEE Sung Min (Kevin)
Po Leung Kuk Ngan Po Ling College
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18th July, 2018
DAY
05

To kick-off our day, we decided to make up a … 
“Again a day of vomiting, we have all vomited on the airplane.” 

You may wonder, are we too “cray” (a catchphrase from our instructor) 
as two of our groupmates had vomited on their debut flight on the DA 
40 yesterday? Fortunately they were able to withstand the situation and 
traveled again on the DA 40 today without the slightest of problems. 

Once again, we were divided into two groups today to have our flight 
training and ground school course on Navigation. I was arranged to 
attend the afternoon flying session with my instructor, Mr. Towns. So, in 
the morning I had lessons with Mr. Rosen. He was a very experienced 
instructor, giving us very clear and detailed steps on how to calculate 
the drift and track errors by simple calculation as well as using whiz 
wheel to do multiplications and divisions. He was a very friendly person 
and taught us whole-heartedly. I raised my hand thrice and asked 
him similar questions, yet he still answered me patiently. I was really 
pleased with his attitude and was sure my experience in UNSW would 
be a great and fruitful one. 

A Day of Fun
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After having a box of rice mixed with honey for lunch, I headed to the 
hanger to have my second flight training. Our mission was to complete 
a task on climbing, descending and turning over. My instructor, Mr. 
Towns, was a thoughtful and caring instructor. He let me choose where 
to fly, and I chose to fly to the Blue Mountain which is a very famous 
scenic spot in Sydney. It would take about an hour bus drive from 
Sydney to the Mountain. On our way to the Blue Mountain, he showed 
me his house, which was a farm with flocks of animals and a large field. 
He shared with me his flying experience during our flight. It was my 
pleasure to have a flying journey with him. At the end of our flight, we 
flew across the Sydney Harbour and looked at the absolutely awesome 
Sydney landmarks including the Sydney Bridge and the Sydney Opera 
House which we had previously visited.

Frankly speaking, today was really a tough 
day, but it ended with a really appealing 
dinner. We had our dinner in the 
Vietnamese DOOLEYS Lidcombe Catholic 
Club. The food was scrumptious and I 
ate all the herbs in the soup. The dinner 
marked the end of my unforgettable day 
and I wished that everything would be 
even better in the coming days.

MOK Wing Kiu (Odile)
St. Paul’s Convent School
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19th July, 2018
DAY
06

The sky had been beautiful 
in the previous days, but not 
today! I was shocked to find 
it was cloudy and grey when I 
woke up in the morning. 

Today was the third day since 
we had started flying the DA 
40. I thought we would not be 
able to take off under this kind of weather but lucky enough, the sky 
became clear again after a very short time. Therefore, all of us were 
able to fly according to schedule.
 
As usual, we left the hotel at 8:30 in the morning and set off for flying 
school. We were split into two groups as usual. One group had lessons 
in the morning and flew in the afternoon, and the other way round for 
the other group. My flight was scheduled in the afternoon hence I had 
lessons with Mr. Rosen in the morning. 

Unexpected Second 
Day of Flying
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We learnt about the “one in 
sixty” rule, where pilots use it 

to check whether the numbers 
on the computer still make sense 

during a flight. We learned to use 
the whiz wheel to do calculations, 

and I think that it was a very useful 
and handy tool because a lot of 

calculations such as amount of fuel 
needed, fuel flow, speed, distance, time, etc. could be calculated at the 
same time.

After lunch, it was my turn to go on the flight. During the briefing 
session, Mr. Leung briefed us about stalling. Stalling is when the 
angle of attack exceeds its critical angle that the plane would pitch its 
nose down and slow down without being controlled. We were also 
taught how to recover from stalling, that is to put throttle to full power, 
maintain straight and level again using the control column and reduce 
power again.

It was a very precious experience 
able to fly an aircraft. Being 4000 
feet above ground, I found the 
view very stunning. Although the 
flight was a bit bumpier than the 
day before, I still found it very 
enjoyable. I am looking forward 
to having more flight training 
sessions in the future and I 
believe this trip is going 
to be a memorable and 
unforgettable one.

WAHAB Wing Yan (Natalie)
St. Paul’s Convent School
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20th July, 2018
DAY
07

Time flies. It was supposed to 
be the last day of flying for us 

students. Today’s flight tasks were 
to fly circuits and conduct landing 
and takeoff. A full circuit refers to 

a touch and go on the runway. By 
flying circuits, we have a chance to 
practice every flying skills we have 

learnt, especially by taking off and 
landing. We were given full control of 
the aircraft most of the time in order for 

us to practice as much as we have learnt. 
Some of us were thrilled but some of us were nervous as we had full 
control of the airplane the majority of the time. 

I am sure we all have been passengers on an aircraft, but sitting in a 
passenger seat is totally different from controlling the Pilot’s “steering 
wheel”. As passengers, we simply have to relax on the entire flight but 
as pilots, we are responsible for everything! Conducting taking-off and 
landing was already a difficult task in good weather for trainee pilots 
like us, and for today, it was an experience for us doing all this in “bad” 
weather.

As usual, we were split into two groups. Most of the students in the 
morning group took off without any incident, except for one of them 
who didn’t even have a chance to take off when conducting pre-take 
off checks with his instructor because the wind speed had exceeded 
the aircraft’s maximum cross wind of 20 knots.

“Last Day of Flying”
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It was even worse for the 
afternoon group. The first half 
of the second group couldn’t 
take off due to poor weather 
conditions. At that moment, 
we felt disappointed as we 
had been looking forward to this since the first day of flying, though 
we understood that safety was the first priority of flying. Fortunately 
we still got another chance to fly on the coming Monday because of 
today’s situation. The second half of the afternoon group was able 
to fly because the wind had calmed down by then. As there was still 
severe cross wind and turbulence when they took off, it was still a big 
challenge for them to control the aircraft. Some of them even felt that it 
was really bumpy and extremely difficult for them to get the aircraft to 
a straight line up in the air. Still, it was a remarkable experience.
 

On behalf of all 
students who have 
participated in the 
future pilot programme, 
I would like to thank all 
instructors who led us 
through our journey, 
and helped us make 
our dream a reality.

CHAN Hon Ting (Alvin)
Diocesan Boys’ School
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21st July, 2018
DAY
08

A week has passed since this course started. During the week, we had 
very unforgettable and thrilling experiences, as we were taught how to 
fly a plane. However, we have to take the written exam of this course 
the following week and I hope it would be an easy exam because I 
truly had no idea what I was going to do in this course. I only wanted 
to know whether aviation would suit me for my future career. I am 
always afraid of exams as I cannot stand the pressure that exams carry. 
I thought that finally I didn’t have to face the pressure of exams any 
more as there would be no more school exams to write. One thing that 
I was happy about for today was that it was Saturday. A day of freedom, 
peace and fun. I did not need to study because I still had Sunday to 
study and prepare for the exam. It was a day I could relax. 

A Day to Relax and 
Enjoy Sydney
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It started off that we could wake up late, and after breakfast we took 
a long journey to a farmland far away from our hotel. Tobruk had 
the most beautiful scenery and farm animals. It reminded me of my 
motherland, a farmland my family owned, that was filled with the same 
beautiful scenery and caring people just like the Tobruk farm, except 
Tobruk farm had better of everything, from people to the animals to 
the relationships between people and the animals. In the Tobruk farm, 
it was the first time I have ever seen a boomerang. I always saw it in 
cartoons but touching and throwing it for the first time, it was so much 
different. It was exciting to throw the boomerang and to see it return 
back to you. The farmer taught us how and why a boomerang was able 
to spin around and come back to us. It felt like sitting in class all over 
again. We had also seen a cute worker dog in action with the sheep 
and ducks. But one unforgettable scene was to watch a farmer wrestled 
with his sheep so he could shave the wool from the sheep. 

Today was also a very good way to relax my brain as I have to prepare 
for my exam. The new experience like the boomerang and a new 
Chinese cuisine for dinner (I never really bothered trying Chinese food 
in Hong Kong) helped me reduce the stress and pressure when the 
exam was coming very quickly. Well, one could only hope and wish for 
the best to come.

Gautham RATHANAKUMAR
YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College
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22nd July, 2018
DAY
09

We woke up as usual with breakfast filling up our stomach and we 
started another amazing day. After breakfast, we took a 30 minute 
ride on a mini-van to one of the best beaches in the world — the 
Bondi Beach. We stepped out of the mini-van with our belongings 
and excitement. We ran towards the beach and started to play with 
each other with the balls we had brought along.  Time flies, one hour 
passed quickly and we had to leave the beach sadly. Still, all of us had 
a fun time, though we felt it was not enough and we wanted to stay for 
longer. But it was time to leave, so we had to leave.

Sunday, an even more 
Relaxing and Fun Day

We boarded the mini-van and 
started to go to our next location, 
“The Rock”. There, we bought a lot 
of stuff, for example, postcards, 
boomerangs, candies…. and so 
much more. But the thing that 
attracted me the most was the 
kangaroo meat. Angus, Gautham 
and I all bought kangaroo skewers 
which was a new treat for us three. 
When I bit on the skewer, the juice 
of the meat came out immediately 
and filled my mouth. The taste of 
the kangaroo meat was so tasty 
that I still could not forget about it.
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After shopping and walking around The Rock, we went to the best 
place for having seafood in Sydney: The Sydney Fish Market. Again, 
Angus, Gautham and all of us ran into the Market and immediately 
ordered lots of seafood: shrimps, clam strips and oysters, etc. It was a 
little bit expensive but was worth all of it. When the dishes arrived, we 
could immediately smell the freshness and flavours, and they looked 
extremely attractive. We could not keep our mouth from watering! They 
were so very delicious that I had to admit that it was one of the best 
meals I have ever had in my whole life. The freshness of the shrimps, 
the taste of the clam strips, the smell of the fresh oyster and the look of 
every dish made me feel like I was in heaven!!

After lunch we went to the Paddy 
Market which was famous for Australian 
souvenirs. We also walked around the 
Sydney Chinatown to do more sight-
seeing and shopping. The Paddy Market 
was actually quite big with different 
kinds of products. I felt an hour and a 
half wasn’t enough for us to go around. 
Souvenirs there were quite cheap as 
compared to other markets that sold 
similar items, and they looked just as 
good. We walked around and all of us 
bought things. I felt like I had completed 
my “mission” with a full load of beautiful 
souvenirs for my friends and family.
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After the “tiring” shopping venture, we went to a restaurant near 
Darling Harbour, the “Meat District Company” - a burger shop. We had 
some good burgers and then we went back to the hotel to revise for 
our exam on Thursday — not the best way to finish the day!

I had a very great day which I 
enjoyed a lot. The food, the happy 
moments we had on the beach 
and the time we went shopping 
were all good memories for me. 
This journey had already come to 
the “mid-point” and yet I felt like 
we had just arrived to Sydney a 
few days ago.

SIT Ho Ching
YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College
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23rd July, 2018
DAY
10

Back to School and Work
It has been more than a week since 
we came to Australia, and I have been 
enjoying every bit of it. We had a lot of 
fun during the weekend and now it was 
time to come to school again today — 
Monday.

As we would have our assessment very 
soon, our instructors had assignments 
for us that were combinations of all the 
things we have learnt.

Today, we got to apply our knowledge 
and make the flight plans all by ourselves. Although we would not fly 
our cross country flights ourselves the following day, we still had to 
plan the flights all by ourselves to experience what all pilots would do 
before getting airborne. This way, we would get to be fully prepared 
for all possible situations.

During the flight planning, we had to find out what heading we were 
supposed to fly and what corrections we had to make to reach our 
destination. This was because of the direction of the wind: on our way 
to Temora, the wind would be facing us which would slow us down 
and it would mean a longer time for our flights, and on our way back 
to Bankstown, we would be flying with the wind which meant it would 
take less time for the flight. We had to consider all these and make 
the necessary calculations when we did our flight planning. Pilots also 
needed to figure out the fuel required for the flight and economise on 
its use, since fuel is really not cheap!
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Besides working on the flight plans, we were treated nicely with 
domino pizzas for lunch. The pizzas were really tasty though it was the 
first time I have ever tried them. It was also very considerate for Ms. Lee 
to have always asked what kind of food I could not take as she knew 
that I was a Muslim. I was really glad that both teachers from Hong 
Kong, Ms. Lee and Mr. Lo, had cared not only about me but also for the 
whole group.

I have learnt a lot from 
this programme and I 

hope that I can apply the 
knowledge I have learnt 

in my daily life. Thank 
you UNSW and all the 

teachers for the awesome 
experience! I believe I 
can speak for all other 

students as well.

Tauhid Ahmad KHAN
Delia Memorial School (Broadway)
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24th July, 2018
DAY
11

Cross Country Flight
to Temora
So it has been 9 days since we have been here for the Future Pilot 
Training Programme and so far it has been great and I loved it. I loved 
the place and the people here. They were all very kind and got a good 
sense of humour.

It was time to get back on the track after a lovely weekend at the 
Tobruk Farm on Saturday and the Bondi beach on Sunday. We all had a 
good time at both places and took a lot of photos. 

Today, 24th July, we had our first cross country flight to Temora from 
Bankstown. The day before, we did some flight planning using some 
raw info so we could practice how to plan a flight and account for all 
the variables we needed in a cross country flight. I thought it would be 
hard to plot our own routes in the flight but it was instead quite easy. 
All we had to do was to break everything into small chunks and get 
them right with simple maths! 
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When it was time to take off from the Bankstown aerodrome and head 
towards Temora, we were split into 7 or 8 groups with each group 
assigned to one plane, either a DA-40 or a PA44. I actually got pretty 
lucky and got to fly on the twin engine aircraft, the PA44. It was the 
first time I had sat in a twin engine aircraft in this course and I was 
very excited to be able to fly on one. We reached Temora and visited 
the Temora Aviation Museum. It stored fighter aircrafts which had 
been used in World War 2. I learnt a lot about the Australian aviation 
history there. They kept all the aircrafts in working conditions and did 
regular maintenance. After having lunch, we went to the museum’s 
souvenir shop and we bought souvenirs for our families and friends. 
Finally, it was time to head back to Bankstown. On the way back, I 
asked my instructor if I could do the 
approach. It was really fun controlling 
the aircraft because it had a yoke 
instead of a control stick and it was 
the first time I had control over a 
twin engine aircraft. Overall the 
trip was really fun and I hope I 
could come back and continue 
my studies here in the UNSW!

Gurpinder SINGH
Delia Memorial School (Broadway)
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25th July, 2018
DAY
12

Last Day before Exam
It has been 12 days since we were in 
Australia. This trip has been really fun 
and educational. We did our theory 
classes, then our flying classes for 7 
days, and we even went to amazing 
places on our weekend to relax and 
enjoy the culture of Australia, such as 
playing with boomerangs and learning 
about the cowboy history plus going 
to popular locations in Sydney, like the 
Sydney Opera House and the Darling 
Harbour. Going to the Paddy Market 
and the Fish Market gave us a sense of 
the local people who were so friendly.

After all these amazing 
experiences, we came to today, 
the 25th July, the day before the 
exam. Everyone was so tense, 
worrying about the exam and 
even studying until midnight in 
preparation for it. 
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Other than studying today, we still had a lesson on the 737 systems 
because on the next day we would have a chance to try the Boeing 737 
simulator, which was really exciting before we had to take the exam 
nervously. We also tried the Diamond DA 40 simulator which was a 
twin engine plane. It was really amazing as we could see the difference 
between a simulator and a real aircraft.

In the evening, we went to a sports club which had great food with a lot 
of varieties for us to choose from. In fact, our dinners had always been 
good with dishes from different countries. We were able to taste and 
explore more cuisines from other cultures. For today’s dinner, some of 
us chose steak, some had pizzas and other pastas and we shared the 
food together. After dinner, we went back to the hotel, though many of 
us were still showing the tension created by the exam. I hope we would 
all do well in the exam and enjoy our last 2 days in Australia. 

Overall, this program helped me to understand more of myself and 
the culture of different countries. It also made us more independent to 
move one step closer to our dreams.

Here Ishtpreet SINGH
Delia Memorial School (Broadway)
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26th July, 2018
DAY
13

Exam Day, still with
Lots of Fun

Time really does fly when you 
are having fun. First you were 
just starting to have classes, 
at the same time making new, 
wonderful friends and before 
you knew it, it was already exam 
time and you were thinking to 
yourself – “It’s the exams already? 
I could’ve sworn it’s just been a 
couple of days.”

The clock ticked 12 and we were still doing our revision exercises. 
It was midnight and it felt like we were not even halfway done with 
studying. The want to get the highest marks in the exam was real – 
whoever got the highest in the practical exam or written exam would 
get a book, alongside with it a handwritten letter directly from the head 
of the university – so you can see, we had to work hard if we wanted to 
receive such a prize.
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The day ended as fast as it started. While the exam was something 
that many of us dreaded to do, we had something else to look forward 
to, and that was the 737 simulator. Essentially we were split into two 
groups, the first group would have exams in the morning and would 
switch with the second group to do the simulator. Unluckily, or luckily I 
suppose, I did the 737 simulator first instead of the exams. When I first 
stepped into the cockpit, I was absolutely amazed at how accurate and 
true to life the interiors were, and the way the controls behaved. Our 
task for that day was to safely take off, land the airliner and wow, was it 
really fun.

The instructor was very professional and was extremely friendly - he 
would always crack jokes to make things to relax us. It was a fantastic 
experience being able to try piloting a huge plane such as the 737 
compared to our tiny DA40s. The way it was handled was very different 
and you could really feel the 
weight of the airliner as you 
tried to pull it up. 
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Then came the exam. My 
mind was racing when 

I got the exam paper. 
Looking back at it, it was not 

extremely difficult but I’m sure 
everyone felt the same way as I 

did, the answers were at the tip 
of our fingers but we just could 

not quite get it.

In the end, all of us felt the pressure 
disappeared when we finished the 
exams and had the amazing feeling. 
It really did feel like our hard work 
paid off. All we had to do now was 
to wait for our results. But in the 
meantime, we enjoyed the free time 
we had when we finished the exams.

Collin Dancel LAGANZON
Delia Memorial School (Broadway)
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27th July, 2018
DAY
14

We were approaching the final leg of our trip. As we were leaving 
the hotel for the main campus of UNSW, we looked back at the 
magnificent experience in the past two weeks in the school of aviation 
with our beloved instructors and mentors. When the bus passed by the 
Bankstown Aerodrome area there were a couple of planes taking off. 
We all looked up to the sky giving the planes a last goodbye. 
 
The UNSW main campus buildings were really modern looking. 
Although UNSW is not lacking in space, yet the buildings were quite 
packed, attracting both high school students and tourists. 

UNSW is a really modern university with its IT support and 
e-information all around the campus. 
One thing I really liked about this 
campus was its bike-friendliness. 
Students could ride their bike around 
the campus and bike racks were 
everywhere making it so convenient 
for students going around the 
campus on bikes.

We had our first lecture in the 
UNSW main campus where we 
learned more about the aviation 
industry besides the aeronautical 
knowledge that we had learned in 
the Bankstown Campus. 

Last Two Days in Sydney
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As our time at the campus had 
come to an end, we had a prize 
presentation to those of us who 
did really well in the programme. 
Congratulations to Alex and 
Dolphin on getting the best 
exam result and the best flying 
experience respectively. 

With a couple of hours left before 
sunset, we went to a football field 
and spent the rest of the afternoon 
having fun there.
 

We spent our last supper at a Korean barbecue restaurant, the last of 
all the various cuisines we were able to experience in Sydney. Although 
we were also able to have Korean food in Hong Kong, the one we 
had was quite a unique style in Australia when they put in special 
ingredients only found in Australia. I could not stop thinking about the 
food here in Australia as it was really tasty.
 
We spent our last night in the hotel with laughers and joy as we packed 
our bags. We knew that our time here in the Ramada Hotel would be 
coming to an end.

The lecturer gave us 
the basic information 
of how the aviation 
industry works and 
how it is developed in 
the world. We knew 
that there would be a 
lot of improvements in 
the days to come and 
we would have many 
opportunities to work 
in the industry when we 
finished our studies in a 
few years.  
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28th July, 2018
DAY
15

We woke up at 5:50 the next morning and took our luggages on the 
trailer of the bus before we hopped on the bus to head to the Sydney 
Airport. We said our last goodbye to our beloved driver Johnson who 
really took good care of us all these days taking us to the Bankstown 
Aviation School, to various attractions in Sydney and back to the Hotel 
every night! As a token of appreciation, we presented him with a small 
gift from all of us. 

We spent our time in the Sydney Airport like an aviation enthusiast 
running around the airport trying to find planes that flew to every city 
besides Hong Kong, and we took pictures of them. 
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On our way home we were told that after landing at the Hong Kong 
International Airport, we would have a chance to visit the cockpit of the 
A380. We were all so excited and could not wait to see it first-hand.
 
When we walked in to the cockpit, the same excitement overcame us. 
We sat on the pilot seat looking at the instruments and looking out the 
cockpit trying to visualise the view pilots would have when they were 
flying. I had the privilege to have a short conversation with the captain 
of the flight asking him questions about flying the A380 and his career 
story.
 
Finally, after leaving the plane and going through immigration, we took 
our bags and met our family in the arrivals hall. We all had a great trip 
and I am sure we all are looking forward to returning to the cockpit 
soon. Hope that someday we could fly next to each other!

LAU Chi King (Angus)
Creative Secondary School

36



The Future Pilot Programme 2018 has finally come to an end. Although 
it is just a few days that we have parted, I feel sad having to live without 
all the friends that were made in the programme because I miss 
everyone so much. We have gone through a lot within the two weeks, 
and here I would like to highlight a few memorable moments we had:

A Few Memorable
Moments

We had an 
opportunity to have 
some ball games 
together on 22/7 
when we all went 
to the famous 
Bondi Beach. As we 
alighted the coach, 
all of us walked to the 
beach, then took off 
our shoes and started 
to play with the rugby 
and the football that we had bought on the previous day. It was a 
precious chance for all of us to bond together as a group and that was 
the time when we started to strengthen our friendship in a casual way.

On the second last day, the last day that we all could enjoy playing with 
each other, we went to the Centennial Park located somewhere near 
UNSW. The park was really spacious and there were football courts 
everywhere. Under the setting sun, we took off our ties and epaulettes 
and started tossing the rugby and kicking the football around. It was 
especially precious for us here, as we seldom would have such fine 
and cool weather, and so much space in Hong Kong. The way we could 
run and enjoy one another was awesomely unforgettable, and most 
importantly, it ended this trip with much joy and great memories.
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Habits became part of our 
memories too. As we had an 
exam on what we had learnt in 
the programme, we gathered 
together in the hotel lobby 
after supper every day for 
studying which somehow 
became our habit. We mainly 
worked on exercises and 
practiced how to use the 
flight computer. We could 
feel the support from each other and helped each other on the difficult 
concepts and topics. Our friendships were built not just from the 
evening struggles, but also from weekend gathering and mini parties 
after the exam. Those were the times when we all could know more 
about each other and deepen our relationships. 

On 20/7, due to the weather, we did not do the circuit training which 
we were supposed to do that day, instead we did a Sydney Harbour 
scenic flight. I was really happy as that was the coolest flight I have 
ever had. I got to control the aircraft for most of the flight under strong 
winds, and it was really interesting that the plane was crabbing to 
the destination under my control even with the strong crosswind. I 
could feel myself being an actual pilot after that flight, thanks to my 
instructors. All in all, the harbour flight and strong winds were the most 
unforgettable experience for me.
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We had our cross country flight on 
24/7, en route from Bankstown to 
Temora. I was glad to be arranged 
to fly on the PA44, a twin engine 
aircraft. I managed to explore 
the multi function display of the 
aircraft, and it was really a precious 
educational experience! Prior to our 
return flight, we could take photos 

in the Temora Airport with the aircrafts. Two of us stood on the wing of 
a DA40 and imitated the iconic move in the movie “Titanic”. We looked 
gorgeous and I probably looked better than Leonardo DiCaprio. It is 
still a much talked about topic after we were back in Hong Kong.

Finally, it was time to go home. After both landings at Sydney and Hong 
Kong, we were given opportunities to visit the cockpit of the Qantas 
A380 planes. Even though the periods for us to visit the cockpits were 
not long, that we could only took a glance at the interiors and took 
some photos, it was still a memorable experience for us able to see a 
real flight deck. Moreover, we could also talk with the pilots, and had 
first hand understanding of what they do in flying. We all hope that one 
day we will be them who can sit on the jumpseat to control the 
plane. Special thanks to Ms. Lee for requesting 
the visits for us. We also had an opportunity to 
sit on first class of the A380, though for just a 
brief moment, without which I doubt we could 
ever afford a first class flight with Qantas.

To conclude, this programme has brought me 
the best aviation experience, not to mention 
my achievement — I got the best pilot award!  
Of course, the friendships and memories are 
the most treasurable moments of them all.

Owen Dolphin CHENG
Po Leung Kuk Ngan Po Ling College
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Closing
First of all, I would like to thank UNSW and DSSSC for organising 
this unforgettable and memorable trip which is a rare and wonderful 
opportunity for all of us. This is a remarkable experience for all 
participants since there are not many programmes in Hong Kong that 
provide flying and aviation theories on an affordable price.

Throughout this two-week trip, we have received and gained more 
than we have ever thought of. As we are all from different schools in 
Hong Kong, we had a chance to meet new people, and for sure, to 
make new friends.

Attending the theory classes in UNSW was more than fun. For us, they 
were not just like any other regular classes in school. The contents were 
our dreams, the notes were what our future depended on. We knew 
that the future was in front of our eyes, as we heard layers of muffled 
roar and rumbling sound of piston engines driving each propeller. 
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These were what motivate us to grasp as much information and 
knowledge as we could. Aside from theory classes, we also had some 
time to walk around the Bankstown aerodrome, where we had our 
wonderful flying experiences. There, we were fascinated by all kinds 
of aircraft that were seemingly untouchable to us. Flying sessions were 
the spotlight to us. They were crucial experiences among all other 
activities in the trip. We saw them as the foundation and the beginning 
of flying towards our own dreams. We paid extra attention to all the 
details, trying to take a leap out of our comfort zones to achieve to a 
much higher standard.

This programme has not only provided us with the aviation course, 
but also an exposure to the Australian culture. During the stay in 
Cabramatta, Bankstown and Sydney, we experienced not only the 
environment of the city but also the few aspects of their modern 
culture. We spent our last hours at the main campus of UNSW having 
some lectures and most importantly, receiving our certificates.

Once again, we are all very grateful to the organisations and most 
importantly, to Ms. Lee and Mr. Lo for being supportive and taking care 
of us throughout this period of time.

TSANG Ho Yat (Paul)
Creative Secondary School
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Memories
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