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The School of Aviation at the University of New 
South Wales in Sydney, Australia, greatly values 
the ongoing relationship with the Hong Kong Direct 
Subsidy Scheme Schools Council.  

Facilitated by the DSSSC and in particular Mr Dion 
Chen, Principal of the YMCA of Hong Kong Christian 
College, a group of seventeen enthusiastic and 
motivated Hong Kong High School students 
attended the Flying Operations Unit and the main 
campus of UNSW over a two-week period in July 
this year, in a program known as the Hong Kong 
Future Pilots Program. 

School instructors reported a very high level of motivation and capability 
in this year’s student group, with all thoroughly enjoying the wide ranging 
activities including ground theory, simulator training in our Frasca and 
Pacific Simulator flight training devices and practical flying training in our 
Diamond DA40 airplanes.
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Message from
Professor Lodewijks



With considerable growth forecast for the Aviation industry in the Asia-
Pacific area over the next 20 years, and with Hong Kong very well placed as 
an aviation hub, the opportunities for employment in Aviation have never 
been better for young Hong Kong people.  Those participating in this year’s 
program showed a very high level of enthusiasm, natural curiosity and 
dedication.

I am pleased that the UNSW School of Aviation has been able to facilitate 
some additional knowledge and experience, and wish you all the very best 
for a long and fruitful career in aviation, perhaps as a pilot.

As the great artist, scientist and philosopher Leonardo da Vinci once said:

 “For once you have tasted flight you will walk the earth with your eyes turned 
skywards, for there you have been and there you will long to return.”

I hope to see you all again in future, hopefully as a full-time student here in 
the School of Aviation at UNSW

Best wishes,
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Professor Gabriel Lodewijks
Head, School of Aviation
UNSW Sydney, Australia



The Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools Council (DSSSC) has, together with the 
Faculty of Aviation, University of New South Wales, Australia, organised the 
Pilot Training Programme for 5 consecutive years already, and schools and 
students received the programme most positively.

On behalf of the Council, I would like to thank Professor Lodewijks, Head 
of Faculty of Aviation,  University of New South Wales, for starting the 
programme and continuously supporting it. He was instrumental in 
bringing the programme to Hong Kong and to secondary students in Direct 
Subsidy Scheme schools in particular. Students who have participated in 
the programme had many fond memories of the two weeks that they have 
experienced, not only in flying, but also in the friendship that they have 
made with fellow participants and instructors. Some of them are seriously 
thinking of returning to UNSW for its full time aviation training in degree 
courses in the future.
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Foreword



I believe that this and similar programmes are 
a benefit to students in Hong Kong, for them 
to have a “taste” in the flying industry, where 
Hong Kong at the moment is lacking. Of course, 
it is a little expensive for many students in Hong 
Kong for them to fly and live in Sydney for two 
weeks to have the training and experience. 
Yet, I believe that those who have participated 
in the programme found  it worthwhile, from 
reading the articles that these students have 
written in this booklet, and I am sure if more 
places are available, more students will join 
the programme and will benefit.

I look forward to organising the programme again for many more students 
for the coming year, and I am sure the Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools 
Council and the Faculty of Aviation, University of New South Wales, will 
be thinking the same!

See you next summer.

Best regards,
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Mr. Dion Chen
Chief Organiser of Programme

Vice-Chairman of DSSSC
Principal, YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College  



•	 Basic Aviation Theory 
•	 Advanced Aviation Theory
•	 Safety Issues in Aviation Industry
•	 Careers in Aviation Industry Seminar
•	 Pre-flight Briefings
•	 6-7 hours Flight Experience 
•	 Navigation and Map-reading Sessions 
•	 Flight Simulator Sessions
•	 Cross Country Flight to Temora Aviation Museum
•	 Introduction to Boeing 737
•	 University Visits
•	 Self-study and reflection
•	 Written Assessment
•	 Cultural Exchange
•	 Sightseeing

13th to 27th July, 2019
Bankstown Airport, Sydney, Australia
Campus of the University of New South Wales

Date : 
Venue : 
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Training Schedule
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Participants’ Sharing



We gathered at the Hong Kong International 
Airport in the afternoon of 13 July and I did not 
expect anything special to happen on this first 
day of our trip. However, as we were about to 
take our plane to Sydney, something really 
unexpected happened... The flight was delayed 
by 50 minutes and because of busy air traffic at 
that time, we had to wait for another 52 minutes 
on the plane!  The scheduled departure time 
was originally 19:30, but we could only take off 
at 21:42, which I thought would bring us bad 
luck to our trip!!

Luckily, the plane had a wide variety of movie 
collections, especially movies from the Marvel 

series, though some of us did not take advantage of all this and just slept 
throughout the entire flight, only having their dinner and breakfast.

Everything started to change when we arrived to Sydney, Australia! Our second 
day started off with a beautiful sunrise that we saw on the plane! We don’t get 
chances so often in Hong Kong to see the sun rise, especially with such a beautiful 
view on the plane. So I believed 
all the bad luck I previously 
might have attributed to the 
trip had vanished instantly. 
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13th July, 2019DAYS
01-02



Before landing, we got a chance to visit the cockpit of our plane, the B787-9 
Dreamliner, and sat at the captain’s and the officer’s seats taking photos! In my 
opinion, the cockpit is the holiest place on an airplane, and our chance of being 
able to visit it really uplifted our spirit. 
Since it is my dream to fly an airplane, 
when it was my friend Michael and my 
turn to sit at the pilots’ seats, both of 
us just looked at each other and felt so 
much excitement that we laughed with 
no reason. Those displays, buttons 
and systems were in themselves really 
fantastic to look at. We were even given 
the opportunity to chat with the pilots, 
to ask all kinds of “flying” questions. 

Our first destination was the iconic 
image of Sydney, the Sydney Opera House. I was fascinated by the architecture 
of such a marvellous building. The combination of the “white shell” on the top, 
the other cubic and rectangular structures make the whole Opera House perfect 
and special. Later, we walked along the harbour in freezing cold, yet enjoying 

this short walk from the Opera House 
to the Sydney Harbour Bridge, an 
amazing grand steel arch structural 
design.
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14th July, 2019



After visiting the Sydney Opera House, we had a spectacular and marvellous 
lunch at the Darling Harbour, before taking a long ride to Bankstown, the place 
where we would later have our lessons and learn to fly. 

When we arrived at the hotel at 
Bankstown, we discovered that there 
was even a fitness centre inside! All 
the boys were so excited that, as 
expected, after unloading their bags 
and luggage, they all rushed to the 
gym and tried out all the facilities 
there, even though in fact, the gym 
was really a small one and with not 
too many facilities!!

Originally, Ms. Lee told us not to expect too much on the dinner buffet. But it 
turned out that there was a wide variety of foods, such as Japanese, Chinese, 
etc. to choose from and lots of dessert! The restaurant had their renovation just 
completed before we came. So, we were 
so lucky! As we wanted to try out all the 
dishes in the buffet, we ate so much 
and were so full, we were all like flipped 
turtles that could not move...

That was how we spent our first day in 
Sydney in a comfortable and relax way!
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POON Yin Hei (Felix)
HKBUAS Wong Kam Fai Secondary and Primary School



After my first night in Sydney, the third day of our trip started off 
in extremely chilly weather, which was quite unpleasant. But all 
of the unpleasantness was all gone once we went into the hotel 
restaurant, welcomed by an amazing and full breakfast, even 
though we probably would be having the same kind of food each 
and every single day for the rest of the trip. We still were contented 
and we were fully ready for the first day of lessons at the UNSW 
School of Aviation...

After breakfast, we boarded the shuttle bus for the School of 
Aviation. During the bus ride, all of us were on a heavy mood as we 
were both nervously and anxiously looking forward to studying at 
the School for the next 10 days.

After the 20-minute ride, we 
finally saw the School, and 
as we came closer and closer 
to the building, our hearts all 
raced faster and faster...
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15th July, 2019
DAY
03



After getting off the bus, some of us 
grabbed our phones and took snaps 
of the front of the building before 
headed up to the classroom to 
meet Mr. Jameson, our first mentor. 
He has been a Boeing Pilot in the 
past 25 years. I was amazed by his 
astonishing work in the past and I 
hoped that I could become just like 
him in the future. 

In the morning session, we learnt the basic aerodynamics of how a plane flies. 
Later on, we were told about the structure, the components and the electronics 
about the DA40, the airplane that we were going to fly in the time that we would 
be in the School.

During the first few hours at the school, we tried out the uniform that we would 
wear during our time at UNSW. When I was wearing the uniform, I felt proud 
to be one of the students able to study in the School of Aviation. This was an 
amazing experience.
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Time went fast and it was soon already 4 pm, 
which meant that our first day at UNSW came to 
an end. We all hoped that we could have a longer 
day, and looked forward that the next day would 
arrive sooner. We all were anticipating learning 
and achieving more in the days to come.

In the evening, we had Indian food in Homebush. It was quite a new experience 
for me as I had not had Indian food before. As I was sitting next to Randeep, he 
tried to introduce me to the various ways of eating the food. The Indian Tea, full 

with aroma of spices and sweetness, really made 
my first experience on trying out Indian food much 
more pleasant.

After the fulfilling dinner, we went back to the hotel 
for revision on what we had learnt at the School, 
and to prepare ourselves for the next day.
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TANG Tsz Long (Michael)
HKBUAS Wong Kam Fai Secondary and Primary School



Today is the second day at UNSW. I still could 
not believe the fact that with only a day of 
lecture and a short briefing, we could go flying 
towards our dreams. (Rachel was so shocked 
that she shouted “HALO!” when the instructor 
called her out to fly.)

The feeling was absolutely magical when 
virtuality became reality, the same feeling 
when we were admitted into the 789 cockpit. 

The sky was SO CLEAR with only a bit of wind 
and it all felt a little bit weird in the air when the 
sun was BBQing our foreheads while the cold 
wind was blowing hard down on 
the ground. Yet it was more than 
okay because WE GOTTA FLY.
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16th July, 2019
DAY
04



It was so cool to hear the ATC and all that stuff going on. We took off at runway 
29R at YSBK and reached cruising altitude after a short while. My instructor (from 
Hong Kong) assisted me in doing some simple VFR maneuvering. It was so fun 
and surreal up in the air looking at the 
gorgeous Sydney skyline, mountains, 
etc. When I pushed the throttle and 
rpm up to the max, the control 
column was so sensitive that with 
just a little push, the plane banked/
descended at a fast rate and I felt like 
I was on a roller coaster (for half an 
hour?) Luckily, my stomach behaved 
well that I did not have to throw up.

In the afternoon, we continued with lectures on navigation. Basically learning 
Form 1 geography again, though with different new units and an ERSA, a 

dictionary indicating all the coordinates 
of airfields in Australia. I dozed off a 
bit until it was time to calculate all the 
headings, magnetic deviations etc.

Of course, I should not eat so much 
popcorn at night so that I could sleep 
better and not “fish” in lectures.
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CHEUNG Hoi Ching (Jasmine)
Good Hope School



It had come to our third school day. I began my day with an INTERESTING 
navigation lesson. Mr. Rosen helped us to revise what we had learnt the day 
before. We were given a whiz wheel to calculate true airspeed, distance, time 
with given datum. We could even use it as a calculator to do multiplications 
and divisions. We were given exercises to get familiar with the wheel.

After having burgers and chips at 
lunch, we proceeded to our second 
flight training. It was absolutely 
amazing to fly again. Today’s 
weather was less windy. The sky was 
clear and blue, which was perfect 
for flying. I yelled “HALO!!!” again 
excitedly when I saw my instructor.
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17th July, 2019
DAY
05



I was allowed to read out  the checklist!!! 
I found that I started to get familiar with 
the controls and procedures. It’s so cool! 
I was shocked when my instructor asked 
whether I would like to try the take off. I 
pushed the throttle and propeller up to 
full power, and I slightly pulled back the 
control column —wohoooo the plane 
had taken off and climbed up steadily. 
I could feel the wind pass through the wings. We did various climbing and 
descending and I started to regret eating too much in the afternoon. We revised 
some basic controls and 30-degree bankings. The most challenging part was no 
doubt the 60-degree bank. I could definitely feel myself twice heavier. I tried to 
raise my arm a bit but I could barely do so. When we all landed, we talked about 
our great experiences. Some of us did taxiing, landing and some even went to 
the beach. They showed us the stunning coast view and we were all so excited 
about our flight. We all looked forward to the next flight.

After a day of exhausted training, we 
had Vietnamese food for dinner. We 
were all satisfied with the food and the 
trip was really a great opportunity for 
us to try out different food cultures.
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NG Hiu Nam (Rachel)
Good Hope School



On 17/7 I started off with my day by going to the lobby at 8:00 and had breakfast 
as usual, then at 8:30 we got on the bus and started heading to the aviation school 
to start our lesson at 9:00. Since my flying schedule was set in the afternoon, I 
had my preparatory lesson in the morning. The teacher taught us how to use 

the whiz wheel. It is a circular 
tool which helps pilot to easily 
calculate important things for 
flights, such as the wind speed, 
knot per hour and some maths 
calculations. It was not easy 
to use as there were many 
things to memorize, but as the 
teacher gave us worksheets 
and helped us on each part step 
by step, I was able to master 
the basic knowledge on the 
measurement method, etc. 

We then had lunch with everybody after the students had came back from their 
flying practice. Of course, it was our turn then to try out our flying. The objective 
for our tasks today was to complete turns in mid-air. Firstly, my instructor and I 
flew to the coast to get a better view and 
space for the training, then the instructor 
demonstrated how to make the moves 
and the controls. Then I was on my own 
to meet the tasks’ requirements. Luckily, I 
could handle the tasks to the satisfaction 
of the instructor. 
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Before we headed back to the 
School, we flew around the 
mountains and took a few 
beautiful pictures from the 
plane. It was a tiring day, but I 
enjoyed it tremendously,

We had Vietnamese dinner in 
the evening. The restaurant 
was really stylish and most of 

the staff could speak Cantonese. This gave us a feeling that we were really in 
Asia. The food was great as well. 

We then returned to our hotel after dinner. 
We all had fun today, though it was quite 
tiring. I was sure everyone would have 
sound sleep in the evening!!
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LEE Chin Tong (Max)
ELCHK Lutheran Academy



This was my fifth day in Sydney, and as always, it was a 
great day. We got to fly the Diamond DA 40 and got a lesson 
in the School.

In the morning our group got to fly first, so that was what 
we did. As usual, we walked to the hangar and waited 
for our turn. Again, firstly, our flight instructor gave us a 
briefing on what a stall was, and what to look out for when 
stalling happened. Basically, a stall is when the angle of 
attack is big enough to generate the lift to keep the aircraft 
in flight. When the angle of attack is too big, it will affect 
the airflow over the airfoil and it creates burbling on the 
top of the airfoil resulting in the lacking of a lift, and the 
aircraft will descend. Stalling is pretty dangerous, but with 
correct steps in the control, a stall can be overcome. 
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18th July, 2019
DAY
06



After the briefing we went out 
and tried to handle stalling by 
ourselves. It was really fun, with 
stalls giving us feeling more or 
less like sitting on a roller coaster.

Right after the flight we went 
back to the School for a lesson 
on navigation. Today we learned 
to use the circular flight computer 
to find the heading magnetic and the ground speed when given the track 

magnetic, wind velocity magnetic and the true 
airspeed. Moreover, we learned about finding 
the headwind and the crosswind just by using 
the circular flight computer. It might sound 
a bit boring, but actually it was pretty fun. 
The more I learned about the circular flight 
computer, the more my passion grew wanting 
myself to be a pilot.

In these few days of flying, I had already learned 
a lot about navigation, aviation airplanes and 
much more. This program really enhanced my 
experience about airplanes and flying. I also 
cherished this opportunity to be able to fly the 
DA 40 and to be able to learn how to fly.
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CHEUNG Chun Yuen (Nicholas)
ELCHK Lutheran Academy



In the blink of an eye, it was the last school day 
of the week already. The feeling of going to the 
School of Aviation was completely different 
from the feeling of going to school in Hong 
Kong. In Hong Kong, I was not that attentive 
in class and sometimes might daydream, but 
when I was having classes in the School of 
Aviation, I was very focused in class, maybe 
because I was really interested in this subject.

In the last lecture on navigation, Mr. Rosen 
gave us some exercises on the calculations of 
crosswind component and groundspeed with 
the use of the whiz wheel. Then, he taught us 
some air laws. For example, when two aircrafts 
are going towards each other, both of them have to turn right in order to 
prevent accidents. After that, we were given a set of revision exercises to test 
our understanding based on what we had learnt in the past few days. 

After lunch, we had our last flight. I still 
couldn’t believe that I was flying an aircraft. It 
was thrilling and absolutely amazing. 
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19th July, 2019
DAY
07



Although I did not feel well 
sometimes, the experience was 
still a great one and memorable. 
After taking off, we revised some 
basic controls and turns, and 
then I flew to the coast and 
saw some whales. The view 
was stunning. Originally, we 
planned to practice more touch 
and go. However, because 
there was turbulence and not 
enough time, only a few of us 
had the chance of doing it.

In the evening, we went to a Malaysian restaurant to have our dinner. We all 
shared our experiences during dinner. After that, we went back to the hotel and 
studied for our exams that would take place the following Thursday. Although 
it was an exhausting day, I enjoyed 
every minute of it: not only 
just the lessons in the School 
of Aviation, but also because 
every one of us had known 
much more about each other 
and had become really friends.
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LAI See Ning (Eunice)
St. Paul’s Convent School



The day started with a beautiful 
and sunny day. My friends and I 
enjoyed breakfast at the hotel, 
though of course, we had less 
than usual as we were going to 
have brunch at about eleven 
o’clock. After breakfast, we 
headed to the University of 
Sydney. I spent the whole time 
taking pictures at the entrance of 
the University. It was a pity that 
I did not have enough time to 
explore the rest of the University. 

Then, we went to St. Mary’s Cathedral, which 
has a very magnificent interior design, not 
to mention its sophisticated exterior. The 
Cathedral was quite similar to the ones I had 
seen in other countries, but I was, and still am, 
amazed by the infrastructure. 

After our short tour around the landmarks in 
Sydney, we had our lunch at a food court in a 
shopping mall. My friends and I spent quite a 
long time to decide where to have our lunch 
and, in the end, we settled for a small cafe. I 
had an egg benedict breakfast set, which was 
magnificently done. 
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20th July, 2019
DAY
08



Following that, we went to the Taronga Zoo. 
At the zoo, we walked around seeing as many 
animals as we could. The animals were so adorable. Moreover, this was my first 
time to look at a koala face to face. They were so cute and fluffy. We then saw 
elephants, giraffes, chimpanzees, and many more. As my phone almost ran out 
of battery, I had to eventually give up on taking pictures of the animals. In the 
end, I just asked one of my friends who had a camera to send me her photos. 

Before heading to the cable car station, we found a spot that had an astounding 
view of Sydney. The seven of us took turn to climb up a tree that we could take 
cool photos of such beautiful views. 
The seven of us finished touring the 
zoo earlier than we had expected, so 
before we headed to the ferry pier, 
and as we found a route in between 
the cable car exit and the ferry pier 
entrance, we decided to check it 
out and discovered this spot with 
a gorgeous view of Sydney. Two 
tourists were also there to help us 
take group photos. When we walked 
halfway, we realized it was already 
time to head back to meet everybody.
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Afterwards, we had a nice ferry tour 
with the guide introducing landmarks 
of Sydney, such as the Sydney Opera 
House. We also took amazing photos 
of the view. Then, we arrived at 
Sydney Harbour and we had one hour 
free time. My friends and I decided 
to walk along the Harbour and take 
pictures of the sunset. Amazingly, the 
sun went down so fast that the six of 
us had to chase after it, running along 
the Harbour, just to take a good snap 
of the sunset. 

Afterwards, we had western cuisine for dinner. 
I had the vegetarian pasta and it was quite 
delicious. After dinner, the group headed back 
to our hotel and we went to study for our exam 
that would be held the coming Thursday. The 
day ended with me chatting with my friends 
back in Hong Kong through Facetime. Finally, we 
wrapped the day up by preparing ourselves for 
the trip the next day.
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LAW Man Ting (Tiffany)
St. Paul’s Convent School



It had been one whole week since I started 
to know these energetic teenagers. I 
could still remember how shy and timid I 
was at first, longing for the fourteen days 
of the program to pass in a mere blink of 
an eye; but after seven days of laughter 
and chitchatting together, maybe I had 
gradually gained some confidence in 
myself, which in turn transformed me from 
a quiet and austere person to an amiable 
young man.

Today was just another precious chance 
for me and my friends to steer clear of the 
weekday hustles and bustles. The hiatus 
made me fall in love with Sydney even 
more, with its weather, its sceneries, its 
atmosphere for tourism, food, traffic, air, people, all in place in welcoming us. I 
especially liked the Rock Market and the Paddy’s Market, both resembling what 
we call a Ladies’ Market in Mongkok, Hong Kong. I really enjoyed myself amidst 
the narrow corridors and the crowded alleys. At a time or two, I even had a 
sense of deja vu, when I saw myself strolling in the city I was in. 

The overall experience was gorgeous (perhaps it’s just because of the fact that 
I love sightseeing and shopping), and I appreciated how the biweekly Rock 
Market can sustain the lives of many local artists and aborigines. I felt proud 
purchasing their products, though they came with some exceptionally great 
deals and bargains. It was a time for buying souvenirs — I would not let down 
my family and friends in Hong Kong. 
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21st July, 2019
DAY
09



The Fisherman’s Wharf was 
another highlight of the day. 
As soon as I settled down on 
what to eat, I got a feeling 
of exaggeration. Not only 
was the place flooded with 
throngs and mobs of crowds, 
but financially, it was also like 
purchasing a conventional 
kaleidoscope with $1000 
cash. Though it felt awesome 
in the first few minutes to see 
so many varieties of seafood all at the same time, I found myself in a depressed 
mood for not able to satisfy my infinite want. 

To put it simply, what I could spend on the seafood was actually in inverse 
proportional, in mathematical terms, to what I actually could get in the Wharf. I 
meant, yes, the oysters were fresh; yes, the scallops were delicious; everything 
was so mouth-watering, but I simply could not imagine how much I could spend 
on them with so little money I had on me and because of their prices.
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Nevertheless, it was a good day with vivid memories. The glimpse of sunset 
over Darling Harbour only added to the romance of the city.

Now that the day was almost over, with darkness falling from the wings of night, 
a feeling of sorrow and sadness came over me. ‘Mondayphobia’ is horrible. I 
loathed withdrawing from the exotic utopia, forcing myself to start to toil and 
endeavor again in the week to come.
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TANG Long Hei (Angus)
Diocesan Boys’ School



I woke up this morning a little bit later than 
previously, and washed my hair while Felix 
was still sleeping. We went to the School 
of Aviation just like the previous week and 
learnt the basics of how to plan a flying track 
from here to our destination. We needed 
to find the ground speed, estimated time, 
magnetic track and also flight fuel etc for 
the flight that we would make to Tamora 
the next day. It was alright since I was 
able to do it without any problem, which 
was less boring than some other lessons!! 
We also learned how to input into our 
logbooks. Our two instructors called them 
the “regime” since they make records of all 
our flight hours and details on everything 
we have learnt. 

Afterwards we went down to the aviation office where our flight instructors 
were. I was supposed to fill in the logbook my first instructor’s name of which 
I have forgotten. And when Miss Joewett saw that I was not able to do do, she 
jokingly reminded me of that it was “Mr. Glasby”. Of course, I was embarrassed 
as he, in fact, was sitting right opposite us and he was laughing. 
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22nd July, 2019
DAY
10



When we had met for the first 
flight training, he gave me an 
impression that he was a super 
super chill/layback guy. Even 
though I was quite nervous and 
excited at the moment, his vibe 
could calm me down immensely. 
He also let me control the aircraft 
for quite a while, doing turns, 
selecting reference points, doing 
climbing and descending. We 

did not talk much on the first flight but in the subsequent flights we actually 
kept on talking, and I got to know him a lot more. It was definitely an amazing 
experience flying with him.

I have made many new friends in this trip, and 
they made this trip much more enjoyable. 
Besides able to watch dolphins and whales 
during our flight practices, the markets and 
zoo that we had visited were also amazing. 
Although it was an exhausting week, I enjoyed 
this trip very much. Not only was I able to 
learn a lot in this program, I was also able 
to know how to get into closer relationships 
with others.
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TAM Chun Hei (Alex)
Tak Sun Secondary School



After the weekend that I could finally take a break, it was Monday again which 
meant that it was time to put in use what I had learned the previous week to 
plan for tomorrow’s cross country flight. The previous week was probably the 
best time in my life because I could finally do and learn the things that I was 
interested in. 

During today’s lesson, when Mr. 
Rosen announced that we would 
be flying to different places, I 
was excited because it would 
be a very long flight. First, we 
would take off at Bankstown’s 
Aerodrome and take a long flight 
to Temora while making turns at 
Crookwell and Cootamundra.

According to the map that he had given us earlier, there were 
a lot of mountains along the way. So, for the following day’s 
flight, we had to go higher, before we could reach Temora. In 
our return flight, we would first go to the new aerodrome before 
heading back to Bankstown while still making turns in Binda 
and Warragamba. When looking at the distance that our DA40 
would take, I needed to calculate the wind speed, direction, 
the heading on every checkpoint, the estimated time of travel, 
fuel required and flight altitudes, etc. These measurements 
could be calculated by the whiz wheel, which I had to turn it a 
thousand times to look for all the numbers and markings that 
this trip required.
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In fact, even with all that we had learned 
the previous week together, I still was 
having a hard time to get all the things 
right. Although I anticipated that today 
would be a tough day, I didn’t expect 
it to be that hard, such as finding the 
landmarks, using the ERSA, getting 
the latitude and longitude coordinates 
of the aerodromes, drawing the 
lines to link up the flight route to the 
destination, etc. All of these were only 
the first steps, as I had to finish the VFR flight Log with the given data and then 
to calculate the fuel required for the journey. It was enough for a day’s work!!

Although today was tough and there were 
a lot of things to do at the same time, I 
enjoyed it tremendously because these 
were the things that I was interested in.
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YUEN Tsan Hoi Zulniro (Brendan)
YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College



Today, we spent our day 
learning a bit about the history 
of military aircrafts and the 
types of engines that had been 
used in these airplanes. 

I got out of bed and had an early 
breakfast with my classmates, 
excited for the cross country 
trip that would happen later 
in the day. We headed towards 

the University at around eight-thirty and got to class on time. We were then 
split into small groups for the flight to Temora, where we were going to see the 
aviation museum! 

Randeep and I were picked to go on 
the Cessna 182 to Temora museum. 
Both of us really loved the flight! 
Although we slept through most of 
the (almost) 2 hour flight, we got 
to enjoy great views and it was also 
exciting to go on a different plane 
other than the DA40, which I had 
flown every day the previous week. 
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23rd July, 2019
DAY
11



We arrived at the museum and had had 
a fulfilling lunch before we got to see 
the planes. After lunch we were asked 
to watch a movie about the history of 
the museum and its warplanes.

We also got to see the warplanes, which 
was pretty cool because most of them 
were still functional and could be flown. 
We learned about the types of engines 
in the planes, how old they were, which 

military battalion had used them, and how they had ended up in the museum. 

After the museum tour we headed back to Bankstown airport and went back 
to the hotel. We finished off the night with a late Chinese dinner which I found 
really delicious. I spent the rest of the night studying/preparing for the aviation 
exam that we were going to do two 
days later. I enjoyed studying as I got to 
snack on digestives and listen to loud 
music while I was reading my notes. I 
studied until quite late but I slept like a 
baby after that.
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Komail TABAKHI
YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College



The day started off as usual when my friends and I went to have breakfast in the 
hotel restaurant. I was very excited today as it was an important day as all of us 
would go to the Temora Aviation Museum.

After breakfast, we boarded the 
shuttle bus that brought us to UNSW 
School of Aviation in Bankstown. 
When we reached the school, we 
were divided into small groups of 
three. Each group would go with an 
instructor that would fly us to Temora. 
Most of us went on the DA40 which 
everyone flew during their training. I 
was on the Cessna 182 with Komail. 
The interior design of the Cessna was 
pretty “old” as it did not have the electronics that we had learned during our 
previous lessons. The flight from Bankstown to Temora was a 2 hour flight. In 
those two hours, we saw the Australian scenery and some landmarks such as 
the Blue Mountain.
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After we landed in Temora, we regrouped near a food truck to have Australian 
sandwiches for lunch. After lunch, we started to see the historical airplanes 
that were stored in the museum. We 
were given a tour of the museum 
about the planes’ history and how 
the planes were refurbished, etc by a 
local tour guide there. We saw some 
of the rarest planes in the world as 
some of them were the only ones 
that still remain. Since Temora was a 
military air base in the 1940s, some 
air force training planes had been 
refurbished there.

After the tour of Temora, we went back to our 
planes and flew back to Bankstown, and later 
back to our hotel for a short rest and change 
for dinner. The dinner was food in Hong Kong 
style, with very delicious dishes. After dinner, 
we went back to the hotel to study,  as our 
exam was to take place in only two days.
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Randeep SINGH
Delia Memorial School (Broadway)



Today was such a fun day that we 
learnt how to work our Boeing 
737 simulator and had a really 
good experience with that. The 
simulator actually felt so real. 
We even did a DA40 simulation 
where we had to fly our aircraft 
without visual. As we were 
studying to be VFR pilots, the most 
important thing was being able 
to look outside and do everything 
however without visuals. We were 
taught how to use the aircraft 

instruments for navigation and flying. That was really hard as my instructor set 
the simulation to a dark rainy mode and I could not see a thing outside. I had to 
fly the aircraft with only the instruments inside the aircraft. We did not have any 
theory classes today as we were split into two groups, while one did the DA40 
simulation, the other learnt the 737 simulation. While waiting, we also went to 
a nearby bookshop which sold souvenirs about aviation. It was basically a store 
for students who were pilot trainees. I bought a Boeing tee there. 

38

24th July, 2019
DAY
12



Personally, I think the best part of today was 
when we were learning the 737 simulation. We 
were going to actually fly that the next day. I 
was so excited about it. The simulator just felt 
so real, the atmosphere and everything was 
just the same as it was in the real Boeing 737. 
I missed flying the DA40 (that was really a very 
cool experience and also a dream came true to 
me.) Hopefully I could actually get to fly a real 
Boeing 737 in the future.

After a long day, we had some really good food. 
We went to a place called “Star Buffet”. That was so so good. There were so 
many varieties of different cuisines, from sushi to dim sum, from puddings to 
an actually chocolate fountain. They had it all. So it was really really fun there. 
I think that was my favorite place to eat out of all the places we had eaten at 
during our trip.

We were all really worried 
about our exam that would be 
the next day!! We could only 
hope for the best!!
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Aisha Siddiqa ANSARI
Delia Memorial School (Broadway)



Beep beep!! The alarm clock went 
off and it was 6:30 in the morning 
and we had to get ready for 
breakfast at 8:00. The breakfast 
was as usual, with bread, egg, 
hash brown, etc, after which we 
took the bus and were in UNSW at 
9:00 to start the day. 

I was in the group that was going 
to do the exam first and the other 
group did the 737 flight simulator. We were very nervous for the exam, though 
we were all well prepared. The exam actually went better than expected because 
all the contents were covered by Mr. Rosen. We had good lunch after the exam, 
with burgers and chips.

After the exam it was time for our group to do 
the simulation and I was really excited because 
it was so realistic. While I was flying in the 
simulation, I felt like I was flying a real 737. The 
experience I had was so fun and memorable. 
The person who taught us and acted as our 
first officer during the simulation was a retired 
Airline Pilot, Mr. Steve. He was so easy to talk to 
and explained everything really well, so it was 
really easy for us to follow. The simulator was 
hard to control because it needed a lot of effort 
to hold it still. Yet, it was still a lot of fun. 
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25th July, 2019
DAY
13



After a whole day of school, we 
gave some gifts to our instructors 
in appreciation of all their efforts 
in teaching us such a memorable 
week. I wrote a thank you card 
and gave a small gift to my 
instructor, Mr. Leung. 

Later, we went to a mall in 
Parramatta. The mall was huge 
and we had our dinner at the 
food court there. There were many choices of food, though we still came down 
to our typical Indian food which was great. We did some last minute shopping 
at Target and I bought some small souvenirs for my family. 

So my last day of school went great and I was sure I would really be missing this 
trip, a really memorable and inspiring one.
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Harmanpreet Singh SANDHU
Delia Memorial School (Broadway) 



Today, the 26 of July, everything seemed so 
different. Normally we had our morning call 
at 7:30, but today it was at 7:15. Because 
we needed to leave at 8:15, we had to finish 
our breakfast before that, and it was not too 
much time for wash up and breakfast. Today, 
we were going to the UNSW main campus in 
Sydney, which was far away from the hotel. 
It took around one hour for the bus ride. 
On the way, everyone was so sleepy but as 
soon as we reached the beautiful campus we 
were all awake with excitement. The main 
UNSW campus was so nice compared with on 
depressing campuses in Hong Kong.

We had a lecture about Aviation Management, the airline business, etc which 
was both interesting and informative. We also had a tour around the campus 
and went through some of the classrooms. and the graduation hall. We then 
went to the “grad shop” to buy souvenirs of the university.
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26th July, 2019
DAY
14



We then had a small quick lunch, 
with sandwiches and sweet egg 
tarts as dessert. After lunch, we had 
another short lecture about human 
factors in aviation which was quite 
interesting as we got to know how 
different people would react to 
different problems or how they 
communicated with one another 
in different circumstances. We also 
got our completion certificates and 
some souvenirs of the campus. 

After we left the campus, we went to two 
different tourist attractions, the famous 
Bondi Beach and the Sydney Tower. I finally 
got to feel why the beach was so famous. 
The sand was so soft and the view was just 
amazing. The city view from the tower was 
mesmerizing. We had dinner at a nearby 
restaurant, the “Pancakes on the rock”. 
The pancakes were really delicious. That 
was about all we did today, our last day in 
Sydney! It was just great.
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Sukhjot SINGH
Delia Memorial School (Broadway)



For two weeks, 17 of us gained the experience of flying a light aircraft, learning the 
features of an aircraft and how to guide an aircraft from point A to point B. We had 
had multiple flying lessons and classroom sessions at Bankstown Aerodrome 
with our flying instructors and two 
former commercial pilots, Mr. Chris 
Rosen (Qantas Boeing 747 pilot) 
and Mr. Martin Jamieson (Emirates 
Boeing 777 pilot). We had learned a 
lot from them and they had inspired 
us to become a better pilot. 

Looking back to my first flight on 
a light aircraft, although I wished 
I could stay for more lessons and 
flying, I had been looking forward to 
sharing all the experience and skills of becoming a pilot with my friends and 
family. Friends back in my school would be curious to know what I had been 
doing throughout these two weeks in Australia. My family was excited in seeing 
me follow my dream and passion, although some of my relatives living in China 
were disappointed that I could not see them this summer as I had used to every 
summer. 
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27th July, 2019
DAY
15



In my school, we started an after-school 
aviation club after Angus had attended this 
programme the previous year. I had been 
constantly updating him with how I had 
been getting along with the programme. As 
I would be taking over the club from Angus, I 
looked forward to bringing back all the new 
experiences that I had got from this trip to the 
club and making aviation a more recognised 
activity in my school. 

I really hoped that more students from my 
school would participate in the annual Future 
Pilot Programme in the years to come.
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WONG Sze Nam (Richy)
Creative Secondary School
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