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Dear Friends of DSS,

It is my pleasure to share with you about our learning trip to Germany. 
We were a group of 25 principals and teachers; we traveled to 3 cities 
in Germany in 10 days, visiting 4 schools, 3 universities and 3 science 
laboratories. 

Though the schedule was tight, we were passionate to observe, to 
question, and to reflect. We demonstrated the process of learning in what 
we were doing. We are proud to be the role model of our students. In the 
school visits, we learned how eager the schools were putting their mission 
and vision into practice and bringing out the values in the curriculum and 
other parts of their school life. In the university visits, we questioned how 
open a university system was to absorb geniuses all over the world and 
produce so many Nobel laureates. In the science laboratories visits, we 
admired the application of technology in various industries. You can find 
more inspiring sharing articles in this booklet. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the participants. Without 
your presence and your contributions, we could never have such a 
wonderful learning tour. The DSS Schools Council will always try our very 
best to provide great professional development opportunities for our 
members. I hope you can join our next learning trip.

Dr. Samuel Cheng
Head of Delegates
Vice Chairman of DSSSC
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Delegation Leader   : Dr. Samuel Kin Tak Cheng (Vice-Chairman of DSSSC)

Deputy Delegation Leader  : Mr. Dion Chen (Vice-Chairman of DSSSC) 
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delegation

School Name Position
Delia (Man Kiu) English Primary School Ms. Yeung Ching Lai English Panel Head

ECF Saint Too Canaan College
Ms. Celine Tsui Chiu Mui Principal
Mr. Brian Yan Ka Chi Head of Character 

Nurturing Committee

ELCHK Lutheran Academy
Ms. Ng Siu Hung (Mia) Head of Design
Mr. Ho Wing Kai (Kenny) Acting Head of ICT

HKBUAS Wong Kam Fai Secondary and Primary 
School

Dr. Chan Wai Kai (Benjamin) Chief Principal

Pak Kau College Mr. Au Hoi Kin (Kim)  Principal
PLK HKTA Yuen Yuen Primary School Mr. Cheung Chi Hung Principal

PLK Lam Man Chan English Primary School
Ms. Jessica Man Sze Wing Principal
Mr. Pat Kam Lung (Patrick) Vice Principal

PLK Laws Foundation College Mr. Chan Wing Kwong (Daniel) Principal
St. Margaret's Girls' College Ms. Frances Tong Principal
St. Paul's Co-Educational College Mr. Poon Siu Chi (Frederick) Principal
St. Paul's Co-educational College Primary School Ms. Leung Lai Mei Lucilla Headmistress

St. Paul's Convent School
Ms. Kwan Wing Yee Catherine Higher Education & 

Careers Counsellor
Ms. Charlotte Po Teacher

Stewards Pooi Kei College Ms. Yuen Cindy Shuk Yee Vice Principal
The Education University of Hong Kong                                                                  Dr. Fong Wai Tsz Ricci Assistant Professor
United Christian College (Kowloon East) Dr. Samuel Kin Tak Cheng Principal

Ying Wa Primary School
Ms. Lam Woon Sum (Maria) Headmistress
Dr. Lee Ho Cheung (Peter) English Panel Head

YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College

Mr. Dion Chen Principal
Ms. Lo Yu Man Diana Deputy Principal
Ms. Tau Ho Yee Holly Head of PE
Ms. Sybel Lee Secretary



10th May, 2019 (Friday)
Departure

13th May, 2019 (Monday)
Frankfurt International School

University of Göttingen / Georg-August-Universität Göttingen

14th May, 2019 (Tuesday)
August-Hermann-Francke-Schule / 

August Hermann Francke School

15th May, 2019 (Wednesday)
George Müller School / Georg-Müller-Schule

16th May, 2019 (Thursday)
International School of Management

17th May, 2019 (Friday)
King’s College Frankfurt

Goethe University / Goethe-Universität

18th May, 2019 (Saturday)
Return to Hong Kong
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Located in the north west of Frankfurt, FIS 
has a history spanning over a half century 
and is one of the founding members of 
the International Baccalaureate (IB). 
This school itself offers IB programme 
to learners from kindergarten staring 
at three years old to high school. 
The spacious two-sector campus 
accommodates about 2,000 students 
from 50 countries. 

The moment we stepped into the campus 
area, the modern and humanity design 

with state-of-the-art facilities captured our minds with its tremendous amount of green 
surrounding.  The two campus zones seamlessly bridge human activity into the natural 
landscape, boosting connection between users and the environment.

The mission of FIS advocates to be a culturally 
diverse and family-oriented international school 
with English as the medium of instruction. 
They aspire to nurture students to develop 
creativity independence, to become civic-
minded individuals with adaptable skills 
and are able to take on social responsibility 
with international perspective, by adopting 
a dynamic, inquiry-driven education.  In that 
sense, the IB programme and interactive campus 
design both play an important role to carry out 
its mission.

FIS school motto is a rhetoric question that stands out from other schools, “How can our school 
become even stronger?”. The reflective attribute of it sparks thoughts and ideas from school 
members including both students and teachers to go deep for it. The answer provided that 
day included advancing levels of excellence in teaching academic programmes, expanding 
opportunities for students to explore, maximizing students’ FIS experience from all facets. 
We heard loudly “To reach higher” in response to the motto. What a meaningful and solidary 
answer to the question!
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The school believes in “engaging students in work 
that may require great effort is well-worth the 
journey.”  The through-train learning journey FIS 
provides without saying is an ideal and substantial 
experience to its learners, but the school delves 
into every chance and challenge and encourages 
students to reach the best by trying the hardest 
whenever and whatever as long as the result is 
minimal but rewarding, gripping tightly to its proverb 
“How can our school become even stronger?”.

Achieving flying colours academically, FIS offers various extra-curricular activities for 
enriching students’ school life and whole person development, namely, volleyball, 
swimming, soccer, basketball, tennis, softball, baseball, golf, rugby, cross-country, 
and track and field, etc. We have seen the bright and joyful faces of students there 
from junior, middle and high schools.  All of them are confident and fluent to 
communicate with guests and visitors in English. Their language literacy is remarkable.

Of all the new discoveries in FIS, the most unforgettable scene of the visit must be the time we 
talked with the teaching staff.  FIS employs more than 300 faculty and staff from 30 countries. 
As a school boosting family orientation, we saw friendly and amicable communication 
between teachers and students and among staff. The work atmosphere is loving, relaxing and 
harmonious that allows people of different backgrounds and cultures come and sit together 
to achieve the goal of FIS as a team.  Contribution from each member has made the school 
what it is today, great reputation worldwide, amazing academic result, and most importantly, 
a favourable place to nurture future talents that attracts parents’ trust from all over the world.

The visit to Frankfurt International School was enriching and enlightening. It provided 
us an opportunity to inquire a different mode of school operation with its positive and 
delightful characteristics. During the visit, the school set no rules for students to express 
their minds with us, so DSSSC members and I had a great time interacting with them.  That 

is not something very common to see in other 
schools as it requires a huge amount of mutual 
trust and confidence to its students and to 
itself to do so.  We can see that FIS has adhered 
to its mission to foster the all-rounded growth 
of students and develop their multi-talents. 

The visit has provided us a lot of reflection 
and nutrients to generate ideas for school 
operation, which can be of use to further 
develop and improve the direct subsidy scheme. 
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HKBUAS Wong Kam Fai Secondary and Primary School
香港浸會大學附屬學校王錦輝中小學      



We were privileged to be invited to join the 
Germany Educational Trip organized by the 
Direct Subsidy Schools Council in May this year. 
It was an unforgettable experience as the trip 
provided us with an amazing opportunity to 
learn more about the education system and 
culture in Germany.

Our first visit on this trip was to Frankfurt 
International School (FIS), which was located 
in the northern part of the city. FIS has a 
huge campus area. The academic buildings 
are surrounded by a spacious football pitch, 
basketball courts and green gardens. In 
addition to a computer centre, there are three 
well-stocked libraries providing relevant 

reading materials for different age groups. It is impossible not to fall in love in reading and be 
motivated to learn in such an intellectually-stimulating environment!

The school was founded by six British and American families in 1961 to initiate a new type 
of school for the growing English-speaking community in the Rhein-Main area. Starting with 
79 students, the school has expanded to 1800, and today it is an internationally recognized 
day school with English as the medium of instruction with students representing 50 different 
nationalities. Despite the large population in FIS, the student-teacher ratio is kept small 
(approximately 9.7:1) to ensure that the students’ individual learning needs are well catered for.
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HKBuaS Wong Kam Fai Secondary and Primary School
香港浸會大學附屬學校王錦輝中小學      
Frankfurt international School



FIS proudly advertises itself as a parent-driven school as parents have been heavily involved 
in setting up and running the school ever since its establishment. Rather than joining school 
events merely as volunteers, the school has been built and governed by committed parents. 
Those parents elected to the Board of Trustees oversee the finances and strategic planning. 
The strong spirit of parental support was displayed by the founding families who spent their 
weekends in jeans and rubber boots literally building the school brick by brick. The dedication, 
commitment and identification of parents with FIS has been exceptional and consistent over 
the years.

By comparison parents are much 
less involved in secondary schools in 
Hong Kong than they are in Germany. 
Hong Kong parents are quite busy 
and find it challenging to commit 
time to actively participate in school 
events, but the potential benefits of 
this certainly make it worthwhile. The 
example of Frankfurt International 
School clearly shows that when the 
educational philosophy of parents 
aligns with that of the school, then 
increased parental involvement is 
truly beneficial.
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YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College
港青基信書院  



It was a sunny day with light breeze 
when we arrived at the city of Göttingen 
on a quiet afternoon on Sunday 12 
May 2019. Gottingen is a university 
town located in beautiful Lower Saxony 
in Germany. Its population is made 
up of 130,000 people, including more 
than 30,000 students studying in the 
University of Göttingen. Thanks to 
the arrangement of the HKDSSSC, the 
tour group arrived there after a two-
hour train ride towards the north from 
Frankfurt. After we checked-in at the 
hotel, we were greeted by the welcoming 
representative from the Goethe Institute, 
Mrs. Ulrike Hofmann-Steinmetz who 
then took us on a city tour in the old town where there were some buildings constructed around 
the 14th and 15th century. 

The ancient buildings together with the scholarly 
atmosphere captured our hearts. The city was 
surrounded by university buildings, some of which 
were lecture halls, research facilities, libraries, office 
buildings and student accommodations. Being a cradle 
for 44 Nobel prize winners, Göttingen was no short 
of famous scholars and notable residents. Bronze 
statutes of mathematicians, scientists, philosophers, 
engineers, researchers filled the streets as we strolled 
along. Although none of us stayed long enough to kiss 
the bronze goose girl named Gänseliesel, but we were 
mesmerized by the romantic story where she is widely 
known as the “most kissed girl in the world”. It was said 
that every student who receives a Ph.D. gives her a kiss 
(after being dressed up with a silly graduation hat and 
wheeled to the statue in a handcart). 
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The university entry requirement for Hong Kong student is HKDSE diploma with six subjects 
(four core subjects plus two electives) at the Level 3. In terms of language requirement, 
international students must reach the beginners A1 German level at the time of application 
and C1 Level by the time of admission to proof their fluent German proficiency. Students may 
apply before the end of April for September entry. There is no tuition fee for students but a €350 
administrative fee per semester. Living expenses are estimated to be about €800 per month. 

The university offers 198 study 
programmes of which 87 are 
at the undergraduate level. 
The focus areas in research 
includes ‘Comparative 
Study of Religion’, ‘Speech 
and Cognition’, ‘Functional 
Principles of Living Matter’, 
‘Cellular Processes and 
Molecular Machines’, ‘Energy 
Conversion’, ‘Sustainable 
Use of Natural Resources’, 
‘Cardiovascular Sciences’ 
and ‘Neuroscience’. It is worth 
mentioning that the university 
library is one of the biggest in Lower Saxony and it houses 5.8 million books, 1.5 microforms 
and 34,000 electronic journals, digital funds, maps, plans, manuscripts and incunabula.

Our eventful Monday was kicked off by a visit 
to the office of the University of Gottingen (Also 
known as Georg-August-Universität Göttingen) 
after having breakfast in the hotel. The Head of 
the Incoming Office, Dr Philipp Jeserich and his 
colleagues from the international admissions 
team gave us a formal presentation about 
the university and its admission procedure.

university of Göttingen
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St. Margaret’s Girls’ College
香港聖瑪加利女書院    

St. Paul’s Convent School
聖保祿學校   



After a traditional German lunch at 
the Maria Spring Education Centre 
and Resort which is located in the 
idyllic countryside along with a 
quick tour of its accommodation 
facilities, we headed back into the 
city after a 10-minute bus ride. We 
were given an introduction briefing at 
the government funded Max Planck-
Institute for Solar System Research and 
a guided tour in the German Aerospace 
Centre, which are both part of the 
University of Göttingen. Our eyes were 
opened to the latest research projects and experiments. In particular, we were fascinated by 
the detailed investigation and testing of high speed trains and tunnels surrounding them. 
These highly engaging research projects are promised to bring new information and useful 
applications to make journeys more efficient and safer for travellers in the future. 

In order to plan for student summer camps in 
Germany, we visited facilities that are established 
to inspire young scientists. X Lab is a resourceful 
teaching facility that is part of the University 
of Gottingen and offers lessons in the areas of 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Neuroscience 
to senior secondary students who are above 16 
years old. Classes combine theory and practical 
sessions and experiments and are taught in 
English for international students coming from 
abroad. Science students who are interested in 
advancing their knowledge in these subjects will 
benefit from joining their education programmes 
and engaging in topics that they enjoy.   

max Planck-institute for Solar System research,
German aerospace centre and X lab 
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Thanks to the Goethe Institute for preparing 
the itinerary for our tour, we have had a fruitful 
day with our mission being accomplished. 
There is much useful information to bring 
back to Hong Kong that is helpful to prepare 
for student summer camp to Germany in 
the future. It was great for us to learn that 
the Goethe Institute is a committed and 
resourceful partner in providing the best 
education opportunity for students from 
Hong Kong. The network and friendship being 
built with our counterparts during this trip 
would not have been possible without this 
unique opportunity offered by the HKDSSSC. We look forward to the day when our students will 
be able to learn German language, experience German culture and gain advanced knowledge 
in science in the land of STEM. 
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“If you want to burn your students, burn the teachers first.” The prinicpal of an August-
Hermann-Francke-Schule said. As a government subsidized private Christian primary and 
secondary school, the curriculum and moral education are based on the Christianity thought. 
More importantly, the school leaders try to integrate the bible into the school’s curriculum, 
e.g., maths and science. What they believe is that all the knowledge is the wisdom of Jesus, 

the people try to learn is an attempt to 
know what Jesus thinks. For the teachers, 
the best way to secure the quality of the 
school’s education is to make sure all the 
teachers are Christians. In their minds, the 
Christian teachers will be passionate and 
devote themselves to Christian education 
as the teachers know about Jesus. In other 
words, the teachers with the same vision, 
mission and value as the schools will devote 
themselves into the schools undeniably.

In terms of classroom pedagogy, the school adopts a discovery approach. In the science lesson 
we have visited, teacher arranged students into groups to discuss their science museum visit 
and guided students to explore the scientific theory behind the displays in the museum. In 
Hong Kong, no matter the schools with or without religions, the teachers try their very best 
to teach, enlighten the students by using different pedagogies, e.g. Mastery learning, inquiry-
based learning etc. Despite the different kinds of pedagogies, we have to think about the core 
question, what is the most important thing which students have to achieve. We try our best to 
provide chances and resources for the students to explore the world through different kinds of 
oversea exchange tours and competitions which are the authentic learning experience, which 
are trying to broaden their horizons.
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For the financial part of the school we visit, 87% of the 
school fund is subsidized by the government, 13% of 
the income is the school fee, it’s just like DSS schools in 
Hong Kong and the same thing we have is the flexibility. 
The government is willing to subsidize this kind of 
schools because the government knows that the schools 
can provide quality education, but the government 
wants more, which the schools can use their flexibility 
to develop their characteristics in order to cater the 
different needs of the country. 

In short, the success of August-Hermann-Francke-
Schulen shows us the importance of the same vision 
of the leaders and teachers. As long as the passionate 
leaders in the school, the teachers are professional 
enough to nurture the students in different ways. For the 
school leader’s belief, they have the devoted Christian 
teachers to enlighten the students by Jesus’s wisdom. 

15

Pak Kau College
伯裘書院

United Christian College (Kowloon East)
滙基書院（東九龍)



I was so lucky to have a chance visiting the primary 
section of August-Hermann-Francke- School, 
which is a Christian private school in the north 
German district of Lippe. It provides kindergarten, 
primary and secondary education. The two main 
purposes of the school are introducing students to 
science and teaching responsible behavior.  

When my group mates and I arrived at the school, 
the students were having a recess. Few of them 
were sitting down quietly and having their snacks. 
Most of them were playing games with others. 
Everyone was enjoying their free time with their friends in the sun. When they saw us, a group of 
foreign visitors, they came close to us and waved their hands to say ‘Hello’. Their smile warmed 
our hearts in such a cold weather. When the school bell rang, they walked to the covered-
playground to line up and waited for their teachers to take them back to their classrooms. At that 
time, I suddenly realized there were no teachers around during the recess. That really aroused 
my curiosity. How could the students have recess at the playground without supervision? 

In order to answer the question, I talked 
to the principal and one of the teachers. 
The principal said that the teachers were 
dedicated. They had provided valuable 
education to develop their students’ 
personalities who were cable and willing 
to take responsibility. He believed that 
responsibility was an important skill that 
all students needed to learn. The teacher 
I talked to mentioned that as a teacher, 
the best way to teach responsibility was to 
be responsible yourself because teachers 
were their students’ role models. In the 
school, the teachers used different teaching 

strategies to get students ready to be dependable, punctual, organized and accountable for 
their words and actions. The teachers helped their students define the term ‘responsibility’ 
and name responsibilities that they had both at home and in school, such as keeping their 
bedrooms clean and handing their homework on time. Then they asked their students to think 
of a new responsibility that they could take on at home and in school. 
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In addition, the teachers stated their expectations clearly 
so that their students were clear about how the teachers 
wanted things to go. For students who lack of responsibility, 
teachers provided a clear set of consequences. Moreover, 
the teachers posted signs about responsibility in their 
classrooms and assigned daily tasks to their students. 
The teacher claimed that if a teacher had a set routine, 
the teacher could have his or her students carried out 
daily tasks that required a high level of responsibility. 
Nevertheless, the students had the opportunity to learn 
more about self-management skills. Added responsibility 
also improved the students’ self-esteem. After the sharing 
with the principal and the teacher, I could not agree more 
that responsibility is an important skill that all students 
need to learn. If students are responsible, teachers can 
focus on more effective instruction and on the unexpected 
events that come up throughout the school day. 

I am so glad that I could have the opportunity to join Germany Educational Trip this year. I did 
learn a lot from it. I would like to thank Hong Kong Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools Council for 
organizing this wonderful educational trip for me.
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The Principal of St Paul’s Co-educational 
College and the Headmistress of St Paul’s 
Co-educational College Primary School 
were very blessed with the opportunity to 
visit a fascinating mix of German schools 
during an 8-day Education Tour together 
with other educators from HKDSS schools.

Before we further embarked on our journey 
to Frankfurt, we visited the Georg-Müller-
Schule in Bielefeld on 15th May, 2019

Georg-Müller-Schule, named after a German Christian missionary, is a beautiful school situated 
in a site which used to be a barrack occupied by the English Army. The building architecture is 
simple yet traditional and functional, providing ample open spaces to socialize, learn and work. 
The moment we walked into the main foyer, we felt the natural light flowing into every space. 
The entire space seemed to have filled with a Christian spirit, students’ energy and enthusiasm 
as they learn together. 

GMS is a state-recognized private Christian school comprising a primary section (Grundschule) 
and 2 independent streams of Secondary Schools: The Comprehensive School (Gasamtschule) 
and the High School (Gymnasium). In a typical German school system, students attend four 
years of primary school before being streamed into different types of secondary schooling 
depending on their abilities, performance, interests and the preference of their families. Each 
stream of secondary education is expected to lead students along a designated path to a 
career either in the field of vocational labor, commercial trade, professional or further studies.
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GMS carries the motto “A School for All”, 
stressing on the diversity of the student 
body and supporting an inclusive education, 
which creates learning opportunities for all. 
The School focuses a lot on the aesthetic 
and artistic development together with the 
intellectual potential of the students. GMS 
emphasizes on creativity in all aspects of 
children’s work, with the curriculum effectively 
integrating academics, arts, and practical 
skill in a holistic matter for the long term 
benefits of both the students and the future 
needs of the country. We saw many paintings, 
artwork, D&T projects and exhibits of music-
based learning in the school’s open spaces. 

These spaces in GMS allow the 
school to be very supportive of the 
various phases of the students’ 
development, i.e. a truly student-
centered curriculum which facilitate 
learning. The relationships amongst 
students and teachers are close and 
it is crucial throughout the course of 
childhood and early teenage years. In 
a typical GMS classroom, the seating 
configuration integrates informal work 
areas and flexible learning spaces to 
bring together students and teachers, 
encouraging social interaction, 

collaboration and creativity. The layout provides flexibility for learning to take place within 
and outside of the classroom. Indeed, we witnessed a lot of mutual teachers and students 
sharing facilitated by the open space where the teachers could grow and learn with the students. 
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St. Paul’s Co-Educational College
聖保羅男女中學

St. Paul’s Co-educational College Primary School
聖保羅男女中學附屬小學



GMS has also been successful in creating an 
ultimate space for human development called 
the spiritual space within the context of Christian 
Belief.  Where “Faith Drives School”, prayer 
devotions take place throughout the school 
day, before and after classes. Throughout the 
10 years in a Christian school, students learn 
to be grateful and are given the physical and 
spiritual space to realize their own growth. They 
experience life and appreciate life with a high 
emotional quality which in turn help them face 
new challenges comfortably as they are provided 
with ample opportunity to commune with God.

Food for thoughts
We, as educators, have our students at heart, bearing 
in mind our mission to connect schools, church and 
families in the past, present and future. In GMS, we are 
reminded that collaborative learning, communication 
and working with others are key skills for students 
to be successful in the future. They need time and 
physical space – the two most luxurious elements 
in our system, and most often, they are also the two 
limitations that hinder our students from becoming 
confident and respectful learners that they could be. 
GMS, with the support and inheritance from the German 
system, challenges and inspires children to develop the 
independence and resilience to guide them through life 
as citizens in the society. 
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Although it may be too early to detect the 
students’ capabilities to be streaming them 
into various systems at such a young age, yet 
they are presented with plenty of space to 
reflect and grow in the respective paths within 
the system according to their strengths and 
weaknesses – the ultimate manifestation and 
example of respecting each other’s similarities 
and differences. 

Regardless of systems and Continents we are in, human beings need thinking space to grow. 
Spiritual development, after all, is not only about helping children to develop academically 
but more importantly personally, so that they may become well-rounded morally, culturally, 
mentally and physically. As educators, we shall continue to endeavor in developing the potential 
in each and every student as they are amazing, loved, valued, wonderful and unique individuals 
because God made them that way.
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On the second last day of our school visit, our team has been divided into two halves – while our 
primary school fellows visited the Kings College, a primary school, we paid a visit to a privately-
funded university, the International School of Management, also known as the ISM. The DSS 
schools in Hong Kong share similar background of non-public sector schools with the ISM, and 
we saw our visit as a wonderful opportunity to see and sample German private education in 
action, as well as building bridges of potential cooperation.

The ISM is a private state-recognized university of applied 
science, offering programmes from certificate courses to Master 
programmes. After receiving a warm welcome by the student 
advisor Melanie Reinmuth, we started our tour around the 
petite yet practical campus. The campus itself is a historical 
building which offers state-of-the-art lecture halls. Located in 
the Renaissance-Haus, the building is highlighted by its unique 
roof terrace with a panoramic view of the Frankfurt/Main skyline. 

The school is characterized by its individualized services and 
‘open-door policy’ for students, which cultivate a vibe of freedom 
and humanity. The Career Center provides career counseling, 
application coaching and company data base to students as 
best possible for the preparation of their job interviews and 
career paths. English is the main language in the campus and 
students from all around the world communicate with no 
barriers. The school also offers plenty of common spaces to 

encourage students to exchange ideas and communicate. 

the school 
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It is impossible to get to know a school without 
speaking to its students. We were very fortunate to 
have talked to some overseas students from China. 
We felt particularly homely to hear a Chinese student 
describing her life in Frankfurt for us in Cantonese. 
Before she came from Guangzhou a year before, she 
had been learning German by herself in the hope 
of furthering her studies in Germany. She is now 
studying for a Master program in Finance. When 
asked about the reason for choosing a privately-
funded school rather than the state university, she 
went into great length in explaining to us why she found the ISM so worthwhile. She found 
the career prospect and the teaching quality she was able to get the main incentive for her to 
choose the school. Another student from Changchun also echoed that she preferred the ISM 
since she could get free German courses there, and the linkages of the school to over a hundred 
universities and big business corporations also appealed to her. Having received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Architecture in Meji University in Japan, she realized she wanted to pursue a career in 
financial sector. A Master’s degree in Finance in the ISM would allow her to explore more career 
possibilities in other countries when she graduated. We were all amazed by her ambitions and 
global vision at such a young age.

Our visit to the ISM turned out to be full of insightful and informative 
international experiences. We thoroughly enjoyed the day and took 
great pleasure in being shown around the marvelous school building. 
For more details of the ISM, you may scan the QR code.

Speaking with the chinese students

language requirement for
international students in Frankfurt

It is an absolutely good news for Hong Kong students that international 
study programs in Germany, compared to other study courses, 
commonly requires a very basic command of German language or 
no command at all, since most of the international study courses in 
Germany are conducted in English. Some schools, the ISM being one 
of those, requires students to take compulsory German courses as a 
prerequisite for further studies. However, to participate in a Bachelor 
study programme in Germany taught in German language, one must 
attest for the qualification of minimum C1 level of CEFR or DSH II.
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When I first set foot on the German soil at Frankfurt am Main, 
a vibrant and multicultural metropolis popped up in my eyes. 
The majestic River Main reflects tradition against modernity, 
commerce against culture, high-tech infrastructure and 
clean roads, against historical buildings and the magnificent 
panoramic view of Frankfurt from the Main Tower. The 
buildings and houses built in different architectural styles 
always look impressive, royal and romantic while local people 
are really friendly, polite and helpful.  

All the school visits were enlightening and enriched my educational thoughts and experiences. 
Through these friendly visits, I was immersed into a happy learning environment with 
enthusiastic, well-qualified teachers leading students to learn actively and independently in 
class. Students were well-disciplined and ready to learn.  Well-equipped school facilities as well 
as modern teaching aids contribute to the effectiveness of the teaching and learning.

While guided tours and museum visits were unquestionably meaningful, what truly made 
this visit unique and impactful was having interactions with local educators.  Learning about 
their education system, national history, Basic Law, economic developments, technology 
and research, and religious influence has helped me to discover new ideas and engagement 
opportunities with my students.

On May 16, 2019, we visited one of the best 
business schools of Frankfurt- International 
School of Management (ISM).  ISM is a 
private University of Applied Sciences with 
campuses in Cologne, Dortmund, Frankfurt, 
Munich and Hamburg. The state-recognized 
university offers international, employment-
focused management programs to both 
national and international students from 
all across the globe.  The ISM Campus in 
Frankfurt/am Main was founded in 2007 

and is located just outside the city center in Sachsenhausen. Currently, around 870 
students are preparing for their management careers at this campus. What impressed me 
most is the state-of-the-art lecture halls located in the Renaissance-Haus, with a special 
highlight of the magnificent panoramic view of Frankfurt/Main skyline from its roof terrace. 

iSm - international School of management 
(university of applied Sciences)
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Special thanks to one of the advisors, Ms Melanie Reinmuth 
gave us a campus tour and briefed us on the background 
and history of their university. We understand a lot on their 
programmes and courses, application procedures, facilities 
including seminar rooms, conference rooms, library, 
students’ common room and Career Center. 

It was inspiring to know that, throughout the Bachelor 
or Master programmes at ISM, students will be taught by 
business specialists at various stages; students will get a 
chance to meet leaders from different companies in Germany.  
These leaders will give presentation at the university so that students are able to prepare for 
their own career.  In addition, the Career Center offers students an ideal platform to apply theory 
into practice. Through Career days and company events, excursions or company workshops, 
conversations with different companies and alumni of the ISM enable students to develop and 
extend their personal network. 
 
ISM emphasizes the importance of international education. As an integral part of all study 
programs, students can take a foreign semester to study. The choice of universities at which 
students can spend their integrated foreign semester depends on their course of study. There 
are more than 180 partner universities for them to choose from according to their particular 
field of specialization. Undergraduates can study at partner universities around the world. 
Postgraduate students, meanwhile, have slightly fewer choices as there are too many high-

quality international programs that offer the 
individual areas of specialization. Moreover, 
library services are indeed a great support to 
students. All the ISM’s libraries are reference 
libraries, so books can only be borrowed for 
one day or over the weekend at most. Instead 
of stocking multiple copies of a single book, 
each of the ISM’s libraries has a wide variety 
of different media that you can use for study 
purposes. It is user friendly in that students 
have online access to media stocked at other 
libraries – the local city, state or university 
libraries. Students can also order lecturers’ 
notes from the library.
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One point worth mentioning is that ISM 
also provides a three-week intensive 
course for a visiting student before the 
semester begins and the “German as 
a foreign language” course, which is 
offered during normal semester time.  
These courses teach international 
students’ basic German words and 
phrases. During the course, the students 
learn how to introduce themselves 
in German, interact with others and 
understand some basic sentences. Upon 
completion of these courses, they will be 
able to write simple sentences, and read 
and understand basic German. 

During the visit, we met two female students from Mainland China. They enjoyed their studies 
at ISM as they could learn from other international students despite the high living expenses 
and accommodation fees in Frankfurt. Therefore, student residence halls are less common. 
Living close to downtown is also more expensive in Frankfurt. Most students prefer to reside in 
the suburbs, where many communal apartments or rooms can be rented at a reasonable price.  

The two mainland students chose the city of Frankfurt because it is home of the European 
Central Bank, the German Bundesbank and the Frankfurt Stock Exchange. More importantly, 
they will get more exposure as ISM will match students with relevant companies. Regular events 
or forums are organized for international exchange students to share their own experiences so 

that they could get valuable source of first-hand 
advice. The two girls have no language barriers 
as they have attained a certain level of German 
proficiency. In fact, one student could even speak 
more than one foreign language fluently.  But 
they also mentioned that it is necessary to attain 
a certain level of German in order to get involved 
in the lectures and enhance daily communication 
with people. Overall, they are happy with the 
campus as they have made lots of new friends 
from around the globe. 
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Reflections

This educational trip was enjoyable and made an impact on me personally. School visits 
provided me an overview of a modern and effective education system of Germany, an 
admirable society with respectful people. There are many valuable good practices that are 
worth exploring and transforming into practices that match the context of our schools. With 
the conversations with the two Mainland Chinese students, I began to think of our students 
in Hong Kong. I have a strong feeling that Hong Kong students must step out of their comfort 
zones. They should treasure all learning opportunities and work harder as the competition 
will be very keen in future.  Many Mainland Chinese teenagers seize every opportunity to learn 
and equip themselves.  Some of them go abroad to pursue knowledge and put strenuous 
efforts to achieve their goals. I think life planning is essential to youngsters all over the 
world.  They should find out what they want to attain and set up plans to achieve their goals. 

It is often said that a picture is worth a thousand words.  
Snapshots not only capture the moment, but also serve 
as a testimony towards what we have experienced. When 
reviewing all the beautiful photos taken throughout this 
trip, I recalled a stream of valuable memories. I have got 
to know co-workers from different schools, tried different 
cuisines, visited many places, learnt from many people…
which had indeed enriched my life experience. All good 
things must come to an end and we said goodbye to 
all our new friends and said farewell to Frankfurt. I was 
silently wishing the journey would never have to end! 
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eight years too early1

Day Six, our trip at Frankfurt,
There came a British school.
It had a modest campus,
An offsite swimming pool.

Its board looked fine at fifty,
We thought its history’s long.
But its school size was forty,
Correct me if I’m wrong.

The speaker headed this place.
Her presentation’s fun.
But what she said could not be based
On what the school had done.

The school was born in August
For foreign kids last year.
But we’re to learn from the finest,
So, why did we come here?

Their kids were cute and daring – 
They’re covered in dust and paint.
Not much design in teaching,
Long way to go for fame.

We came eight years too early.
They needed work and time.
We said goodbye politely,
And left for the river Main.2

1  This verse is YWPS’s critical response after visiting King’s College Frankfurt on 16 May 2019. While we deeply 
appreciated their hospitality, in hindsight, we think we should have chosen a much more experienced school for our 
professional exchange purpose.
 
2  The Main (German pronunciation: Mine) River is an important river in Germany that runs across Frankfurt.
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Po Leung Kuk Lam Man Chan English 
Primary School had the privilege of visiting 
King’s College in Frankfurt, Germany. We 
visited the college on our 6th day of our 
educational excursion tour. The campus 
was opened in August 2018 which is the 
newest addition to the King’s Group. The 
group is one of the leading providers of 
the British education system which was 
founded and led by the Chairman and 
Founder, Sir Roger Fry. With more than 
8,000 international students worldwide, 
the group has established 10 schools 
across 5 countries and 7 academies in the 
United Kingdom.

The students at the college are foreign children who started studying the school’s bilingual 
English and German course since last August. They are taught by the finest teachers the school 
has to offer. The children are described to be outgoing and creative, which were evidently seen 
when they were covered in powder and paint while having an art lesson in the classroom. It 
portrayed the feeling of having the children to learn in a fun yet natural environment. 

“Honest, Faith and Courage” is the school’s motto which makes them unique and stands 
out from other schools. The visit to the college emphasized an exceptional exposure for the 
inspirational bonding of students and teachers in making learning more meaningful. With the 
long history from the school’s group, we perceive that the school will shine in years ahead.
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We had an unforgettable and memorable trip 
with enthusiastic educators from different 
Hong Kong Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools. 
It is our pleasure to be invited by our School 
Principal Dr. Fung, Deputy Principal Ms Noel Ho 
and Assistant Principal Ms Queenie Cheung for 
us to explore education in Germany. Thank you 
to DSSSC for organizing this educational tour of 
Germany 2019. 

The Goethe University Frankfurt which was founded in 1914. It located in Grueneburgplatz, 
Frankfurt. According to The New York Times, Goethe is the best university in Germany and 
continental Europe with the third largest campus in Germany University. The original name was 
“Universität Frankfurt am Main.” The university’s name was extended in honour of one of the 
most famous poets and philosophers - Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe in 1932 as it symbolized 
the blood of Goethe in Frankfurt. Goethe as “poet, playwright, novelist, scientist, statesman, 
theatre director, critic, and amateur artist, considered the greatest German literary figure 
of the modern era”[1]. Recently, the university has focused in particular on law, history, and 
economics. One of the university’s ambitions is to become Germany’s leading university and 
financial centre in Europe. University put efforts to enhance its international links. Goethe 
University, Frankfurt cares about student’s well being including international students and 
guests. Researchers and scientists from all over the world will find a welcoming atmosphere 
at the university. It is the place in which innovative ideas live and transfer, that layering 21st-
century life skills [4].

“The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”
- Laozi

orientation in space and time
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The sculptures “Body of Knowledge” represents the school characteristic. The University as an 
extension body which weaving the mesh of knowledge. It carries transfers and converses the 
beauty of human knowledge in different space and time,  delivering the past tradition, current 
invention and future innovation. Body as an essential vehicle of communication. 

The sculpture as symbolizes the meaning of “transparency of knowledge.” In the artist 
statement, sculptor Jaume Plensa states that “Our body is the home of the spirit. The place in 
which ideas live. Our body is a meeting place where our different experiences converge, mix 
and grow, creating a colossal archive. The University is an extension of our body. A gathering 
space in which people and ideas, tradition and future, meet to converse, weaving the mesh 
of human knowledge. Taking the shape of a human body made out of the essential vehicle of 
communication, the fundamental tools.” [2]

Jaume Plensa
Goethe Universität, Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Commissioned by: Goethe Universität Frankfurt, Germany, 2009
Painted stainless steel
800 x 526 x 526 cm

Body of knowledge: Goethe university Frankfurt  
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During the visit, we can view a white silhouette placed in the Campus Westend. The sculpture 
formed into a human body with symbols of different languages. Antonio Moreno 1967, 
explained that “archetypes are typical and universal forms of apprehension, which appear as 
primordial images charged with great meaning and power, and impart a decisive influence 
upon our collective pattern of behaviour.” [3] By using different events, image, video to create 
a strong message and power to sustain a better and healthy society throughout education, 
with the support of infrastructure designs, social policy, labour law and supported by the 
cultural and value. At the same time to reinforce the fundamental social welfare and support 
family bonding. Educators with the responsibility to consistently reflect on how education 
could enrich students positive thinking, mindfulness, wellbeing to sustain motivation 
for lifelong learning. To protect students and young people from any type of violence.

Aspires students to think about the purpose of life and contribute to society. Under 
various favourable conditions student more likely to achieve their needs on cognitive 
and aesthetic and self-actualization [5]. Education allowing students to strive for their 
excellence including academically, spiritually, physically and intellectually with their full 
potential. It also allows exploration on consciousness, perspectives and competencies 
for global issues, fundamental values and principled action and mutual understanding.

Globalization and sustainability
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To uphold the holistic development and maintain ecological sustainability and social 
sustainability. It is important that schools could be dedicated to fostering students’ 
consciousness of multiculturalism and inclusion. At the same time equipping students with 
international-mindedness and holistic abilities for lifelong learning and problem-solving skills. 
In traditional class concept are deeply rooted in the community, the traditional beliefs about the 
educational pathway and career path, this illusion of consciousness always an invisible obstacle 
for the young generation to fulfil their passion. The student at Goethe University Frankfurt 
is able to recognize and reflect on one’s own perspective, appreciate critically on different 
beliefs, values, experiences. Students are able to demonstrate different forms of expression. 
Considering the human commonality, diversity, personal identity and interconnection the 
community is also respected. Students can choose a 
subject for further study based on their character trait, 
personality and passions. 

During the campus tour, we had an interview with 
two Chinese students who wish to pursue their study 
in economics faculty. They adapt and enjoy the 
collaborative and multicultural community on campus 
and everyday life. The campus guide Sabrina who 
is studying the Master degree in Modern Language 
at Goethe University Frankfurt. As an international 
exchange student from Italy. Sabrina said it’s really 
hard to be enrolled into Goethe University Frankfurt 
since it is one of the best universities in Germany.

Sabrina decides to study German. As a global citizen, 
she is demonstrating how multilingual and intercultural 
understanding are important elements for a global 
citizen. Now, she could integrate and communicate in 
seven different languages, including Italian, French, 
German, Russia, Dutch, and Portuguese. Arabic is the 
next language wants to inquire. She identifies if Brexit successful Germany will become the 
financial centre of Europe. German and Russian will be her next goal. Learning to communicate 
in a variety of ways in a different language to develop intercultural understanding, therefore, 
Goethe University Frankfurt place dynamic strategies to intake mixture of international 
students. Today, around 48,000 students are studying at George University. The statistic stated 
that 2017/18 over 380,000 foreign students were attending university in whole Germany.

Personal and cultural expression
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Near to Goethe University Frankfurt, 
there is a famous botanic garden 
(Palmengarten) in which is one 
of horticulture, scientific and 
educational centres in Frankfurt. 
Throughout iconic landscapes, 
scientific research, recreation 
activities to educate the community 
about the relationship between 
human and environment. In the 
sense of developing our future 
leaders with the problem-solving 
skills and initiative and motivate in 
positive surroundings. In the era of 
globalization, as a global citizen, the 
student must equip their knowledge 
of the language. Global mindedness 

is based on perspective, communication, collaboration, creative thinking, Citizenship and 
Culture and Character Education/Connectivity in a deep understanding to solve complex 
problems that impact human and environmental sustainability. Throughout authentic learning 
experience with purposeful planning, which sparks the youth’s mind and allowing them to 
make a difference to the world. Through transfer concepts and implement creative ideas on 
local and global concerns. The freedom of speech on education allows university sustained 
inquiry into a wide range of issues and ideas of significance locally, nationally and globally. It is 
again, presenting the positive values for future leaders. Through education, schools cultivate 
students’ ethics and morality to act with integrity and honesty. The student could think, 
inquire, interact, reflect, strive and excel within and beyond the boundary. In Goethe University 
Frankfurt, students are able to fulfill their self-transcendence needs and motivated by values 
which transcend beyond the personal self. There are 18 Nobel Prize Laureates have been 
affiliated with the university. To encourage technology development, the German government 
subsidizes science and technology research projects at different universities to enhance 
attractiveness. Moreover, the German regional government has fully implemented free higher 
education. Students with other nationalities can also waive tuition fees at a public university. 
Invite talents from all over the world to study in Germany and promote the development of 
science and technology. 

Scientific and technical innovation
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It’s astonishing to find out that there is a 
kindergarten inside the university campus. 
At first, we assumed that this is only a service 
for university employees. Sabrina told us this 
childcare service is for both young parents, who 
are studying and employees. Young parents 
on campus could bring their children to the 
childcare centre. The Family Service of Goethe 
University Frankfurt provides various policies 
and measures in improving study and work 
conditions for students and employees with 
family obligations by offering flexible work 
schedules and childcare facilities. To let all 
academics and employees to pursue their study, 
academic achievement, and careers in the 
university. Goethe University Frankfurt provides 
people-oriented high-quality education, to help 
its community members to strike for balance 
between work, study, and family. To guarantee 
all students and administrative staffs have 
enough rest time and able to enjoy their family 
life. University offers an excellent environment 
for the entire all-round education. Not just a 
place only values academic achievement, but 
also emphasize the importance of student well-
being, spiritual and psychological development 
and strong relationship with the community. 

Fairness and development
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During the DSS Germany educational tour, 
we got inspired by educator sharing, schools 
visits and its cultural value and infrastructure 
development in Germany. We experienced how 
the sustainable society and environment as a 
grounding for students to develop their lifelong 
passions. Especially in Frankfurt, we witness 
how important the relationship between 
humans to the environment. To implication, 
Confucian values on “Harmony between 
Man and Nature” is significantly important to 
fulfil the basic needs of a human well being 
[5]. Lutheran academy as a Character School 
we address the qualities of the individual is 

essential for being personally effective in a complex world. Global Mindedness is a fundamental 
value to allow students considering global issues based on a deep understanding of diverse 
values with a genuine interest in engaging with others to solve the complex problems that 
impact human and environmental sustainability [4].

identities and relationships 
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“Love bears all things, believes all things”
1 Corinthians 13:7. 
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After learning about the German education system from various schools over the past six days, 
our last destination was the Westend campus of Goethe University Frankfurt (hereafter known 
as GU). The University, originally named Universität Frankfurt am Main, was founded in 1914 
and has been the cradle of 18 Nobel Laureates over the years.

We were joined by Natalie, an 
international student at Goethe 
University, who introduced us to 
the various landmarks on campus 
and shared with us her experience 
of studying abroad in Germany. 
While internationalisation of 
higher education has been a key 
agenda of most universities in 
developed countries, the German 
government has taken a leap 
towards internationalisation 
to help create sustainable and 
egalitarian societies in the 21st 
century by fully funding students’ 
university education, including that of international students. Such far-fetched vision 
and generosity has made GU and other German universities a melting pot of cultures and 
talents from different corners of the world. We were truly impressed and were envious of the 
international students there! 

Another thing that impressed us was the Germans’ will to 
preserve and confront troubled history. Towards the end of 
the visit, we were walked to the IG Farben Building, which 
used to be the headquarters of one of the world’s largest 
chemical and pharmaceutical conglomerate, IG Farben. 
The elongated, seven-storey building was the largest 
office complex in Europe until the 1950s and it remains an 
architectural masterpiece that symbolises the monopoly 
status of IG Faben in the early 20th century. Despite its 
grandiosity, the giant comlogermate and therefore the 
Building, has a rather shameful past. During Hitler’s regime, 
it was in this building that explosives and the deadly 
Zyklon-B gas were manufactured to kill millions of Jews. 
Today, GU made it the main building of its Westend campus 
to commemorate the victims of the slave labour plants and 
those of Zyklon-B. Its presence now serves as a powerful 
reminder to uphold peace and egalitarianism. 
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Jaume Plensa, sculptor of the landmark sculpture (the Body of Knowledge) that stands in the 
middle of the Westend campus, described the links between human body, the University and 
knowledge as follows:

“Our body is the home of the spirit. The place in which ideas live. Our body is a meeting place where 
our different experiences converge, mix and grow, creating a colossal archive. The University is an 
extension of our body. A gathering space in which people and ideas, tradition and future, meet to 
converse, weaving the mesh of human knowledge. Taking the shape of a human body made out 
of essential vehicle of communication, the fundamental tools”

Through Natalie’s informative guided tour, we can see how GU has connected people from 
different nations and cultures, and weave and grow students’ experiences and knowledge for 
a greater future. 

Although it was a pity that we did not get to meet with GU’s staff members, this visit was 
absolutely inspiring. It was a great pleasure and precious opportunity to “walk through” the 
German education system from early years to tertiary education in this educational tour. 
Grateful thanks to the Hong Kong Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools Council and the colleagues 
who made this tour a success! 
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Parents looking for a suitable school for their child have a wide choice of elementary schools:

•	 State school. State schools do not charge tuition 
fees. The majority of pupils attend state schools 
in their neighbourhood. Schools in affluent areas 
tend to be better than those in deprived areas. 
Once children reach school age, many middle-
class and working-class families move away from 
deprived areas.

•	 Or, alternatively
 ○  Waldorf school (2,006 schools in 2007)
 ○ Montessori method school (272)
 ○ Freie Alternativschule (Free Alternative Schools) (85)
 ○ Protestant (63) or Catholic (114) parochial schools

Education system in Germany
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•	 Their primary school is divided into two mixed-age stages: the reception stage (ages 5 – 7) 
and the “2 – 4” primary stage (ages 7 – 10). Teachers tailor the learning content to each 
individual child, allowing them to develop skills at their own pace.

•	 During their two years in the reception stage, pupils learn the basic principles of our cultural 
tools: reading, writing and arithmetic. The children learn both German and English using the 
tried-and-tested immersion method. This means that they can switch seamlessly from one 
language to the other, depending on who has addressed them or to whom they are talking.

•	 In the primary stage, too, the lesson contents go beyond what is specified in the state 
curriculum. Cosmic education covers general subjects such as geography, biology, chemistry 
and history, and shows how these subjects are interrelated. 

•	 Their educational principle: internationality + 2 languages + 2 teachers + small groups + 
individual attention based on the Montessori principles.

•	 A Christian comprehensive school in free sponsorship. As a substitute school, they teach 
according to the valid guidelines and lead to all recognized school qualifications. 

•	 A large part of the costs for the operation of the school is refinanced by the state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia. In order to bear the costs that the country does not take over, they are 
currently depending on a monthly parental contribution of 90 euros per pupil.

•	 Their teachers are committed Christians and trained and dedicated subject teachers.
•	 Half-day lessons up to grade 7.
•	 Full-time class if required from grade 8.
•	 With more than five lessons a day, there is a one-hour lunch break.

international Bilingual montessori School Frankfurt

Georg-müller-Schule

•	 King’s College Frankfurt provides children and young people with a rigorous and broad 
British education in an international setting.

•	 Their mission is to provide high quality British education that delivers a transformative 
learning experience to all students.

•	 Their objectives are not simply to ensure that the child is bilingual in English. A British 
education creates open-minded, creative and dynamic individuals. Children will learn from 
first-hand experience, not just textbooks. They will be encouraged to be creative in their 
thinking and they are expected to work hard every day.

•	 At the moment, the school offers places to children between the ages of 2 (Pre-Nursery) and 
11 years old (Year 6).  From August 2019 they will be opening Year 7.  As these pupils progress 
through their academic journey, the school will expand to cater for pupils up to 18 years old.

King’s college, the British School of Frankfurt
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Hong Kong education vs German education 
(based on the schools we visited)
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Hong Kong Germany
Primary Education P.1 – P.6 (6 – 11 years old) P.1 – P.4 (6 – 9 years old)
Compulsory or not Compulsory Compulsory
Mode of Subvention Government, Subsidize, 

DSS, Private, International 
(Private)

Government, Subsidize, Private, 
International (Private)

Curriculum Government, School-based Government, School-based
Class Size Small class

(27-33 students per class)
Small class
(under 15 students per class)

Campus Size Small Big
Facilities Advanced Advanced
Languages
(Medium of Instruction)

Majority: Chinese and English Majority: German and English
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